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INTRODUCTION. 


The  view  of  the  Doctrines  of  the  New  Jerusalem,  which  is 
presented  in  this  Discourse,  must  of  necessity  be  limited,  for 
it  is  not  possible  to  give,  within  the  limits  of  a  single  discourse, 
anything  like  a  full  view  of  an  entire  system  of  theology. 
But  if  this  little  sketch  of  our  Holy  Doctrines  is  the  means  of 
awakening;  an  interest  in  a  single  mind,  sufficient  to  lead  to  a 
more  full  study  and  reception  of  them,  it  will  certainly  not  be 
without  its  use.  The  Doctrines  of  the  New  Church  are  as  yet 
but  little  known  in  the  world.  The  Waters  of  the  River  of 
Life,  which  John  saw  proceeding  out  of  the  throne  of  God 
and  the  Lamb,  have  but  just  begun  to  flow  down  to  earth,  and 
as  yet  only  a  few  little  streams  are  seen  here  and  there, 
making  a  few  hearts  glad  in  the  City  of  our  God.  But  we 
desire  that  these  waters  may  descend  more  abundantly  to  bless 
and  render  fruitful  this  barren  world.  We  desire  that  the 
Fountain  which  has  now  been  opened,  may  send  forth  its 
waters  all  over  the  earth,  until  all  have  that  water  within  them 
which  the  Lord  gives,  which  is  a  well  of  water  springing  up 
into  everlasting  life. 

W  e  are  told  that  the  Church  of  the  New  Jerusalem  is  to  be 
the  Crown  of  all  Churches.  It  is  one  for  which  all  others 
have  been  preparing  the  way  —  and  it  is  to  endure  forever. 
It  is  said  in  Revelations,  concerning  it,  that  “the  glory  of  God 
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is  to  enlighten  it  and  the  Lamb  is  to  be  its  lamp.  And  the 
nations  of  them  who  are  saved  shall  walk  in  the  light  of  it,  and 
the  kings  of  the  earth  do  bring  their  glory  and  honor  into  it. 
And  the  gates  of  it  shall  not  be  shut  at  all  by  day,  and  night 
shall  not  be  there.  And  there  shall  in  no  wise  enter  into  it 
anything  that  defileth,  neither  worketh  abomination  or  maketh 
a  lie,  but  they  who  are  written  in  the  Lamb’s  Book  of  Life.” 
Our  hearts’  desire  and  prayer  to  God  is  for  the  fulfilment  upon 
earth  of  these  words  of  Divine  Prophecy. 

Bath,  January  30,  1844. 


SERMON. 


AND  I  JOHN  SAW  THE  HOLY  CITY,  NEW  JERUSALEM,  COMING  DOWN 
FROM  GOD  OUT  OF  HEAVEN,  PREPARED  AS  A  BRIDE  ADORNED  FOR 
HER  HUSBAND.  Rev.  Xxi.  2. 

The  age  in  which  we  live  is  a  very  peculiar  age,  and 
one  of  the  most  interesting  in  the  history  of  the  world. 
It  is  the  age  of  science,  of  the  arts  and  of  scientific  dis¬ 
coveries.  In  no  age  that  has  preceded  it,  that  we  have 
any  accounts  of  in  history,  have  discoveries  in  the  arts 
and  sciences,  and  scientific  truths  and  the  application  of 
these  truths  to  the  practical  works  of  life,  made  such  rapid 
and  unheard  of  progress.  Knowledge  is  now  fast  wing¬ 
ing  its  way  to  all  the  kingdoms  and  nations  of  the  earth, 
and  to  all  classes  and  states  and  conditions  of  society. 
Witness  how  the  Bible,  the  Fountain  of  all  light  and 
knowledge,  is  now  being  sent  to  the  many  nations  that 
have  hitherto  been  deprived  of  that  Sacred  Book.  Wit¬ 
ness,  again,  what  a  multitude  of  books  containing  know¬ 
ledge  of  almost  every  description,  society  in  our  own 
country  is  now  flooded  with,  —  so  abundant  and  so  cheap 
that  the  poorest  man,  if  he  will,  may  satiate  his  mind  with 
knowledge. 

And  yet  mankind  are  only  beginning  to  learn.  This 
age  in  which  we  now  live,  is  but  the  dawn  of  a  day  of 
whose  meridian  brightness  no  mind  of  man  can  yet  con¬ 
ceive.  It  is  true  that  the  earth  upon  which  we  live, 
almost  from  the  centre  to  the  circumference,  has  gone 
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under  the  scrutinizing  eye  of  science.  But  how  much 
have  we  yet  to  learn  about  it,  and  about  the  things  that 
exist  upon  it,  and  in  relation  to  it.  How  many  things 
are  yet  unaccounted  for,  and  how  many  more  lie  unnoticed 
and  unknown.  It  is  true  that  a  Copernicus,  a  Gallileo, 
and  a  Newton,  have  arisen,  who,  not  satisfied  with  the 
boundaries  of  this  earth,  have  drawn  down  within  their 
view  and  subjected  to  their  survey,  other  and  distant 
worlds.  And  concerning  these  they  have  revealed  truths 
enough  to  overturn  all  the  previous  and  then  existing 
systems  of  philosophy.  But  how  little  did  they  know  and 
how  little  did  they  reveal  to  mankind  in  comparison  with 
what  is  unknown.  In  the  language  of  one  of  them,  he 
had  only  been  picking  up  a  few  pebbles  upon  the  sea¬ 
shore  of  a  great  ocean  yet  unexplored.  How  humble, 
and  yet  how  exact  and  beautiful  a  description  of  the  truth  ! 
The  Fountain  of  knowledge  is  indeed  inexhaustible,  infi¬ 
nite  as  the  Eternal.  And  hence  the  watchword  of  the 
human  mind  is  onward  —  right  onward. 

But  not  only  is  there  a  great  awakening  in  the  minds  of 
men,  in  regard  to  natural  and  scientific  truths,  but  also 
in  regard  to  spiritual  and  religious  truths.  There  is,  at 
the  present  time,  a  great  awakening  of  the  attention  of 
the  religious  world.  Some  are  gazing  into  the  air,  and 
daily  expecting  the  external  and  personal  coming  of  the 
Lord  upon  the  literal  clouds  of  heaven.  Witness  the 
multitudes  that  have  been  deluded  with  the  views  and 
pretended  explanations  of  the  divine  prophecies  of  Scrip¬ 
ture  promulgated  by  Miller,  who  foretold  that  the  Lord 
would  come  in  this  external  and  personal  manner,  in 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty-three.  But  the  sun  has  run 
its  daily  rounds,  and  finished  its  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty-third  annual  journey,  and  brought  no  extraordinary 
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natural  appearances.  Others,  less  enthusiastic  and  more 
calm  and  sober  in  their  views,  still  see  indications  of  great 
changes  in  society  and  in  the  world,  but  are  uncertain 
what  will  follow.  Others,  again,  comparatively  a  very  few 
others,  understand  by  the  Second  Advent  of  the  Lord, 
not  any  literal  and  personal  coming,  but  a  coming  for  the 
purpose  of  enlightening  the  minds  of  men  with  rational 
truths,  both  of  a  religious  and  scientific  character  —  thus 
a  spiritual  and  not  a  natural  and  personal  coming.  But 
whatever  may  be  the  particular  views  of  men,  there  is  a 
very  general  waiting  and  expectation  for  something  —  the 
whole  world  is  in  expectation  ;  and  thinking  men  are 
convinced  that  something  new  must  be  given  to  satisfy 
the  cravings  of  this  newly  awakened  state  of  the  human 
mind.  They  perceive  that  these  earnest,  bold,  rational 
desires  for  truth  must  be  gratified.  For  as  the  days  of 
alchemy  and  mysteries  in.  science  have  in  a  great  degree 
passed  away,  so  also  mysteries  in  religion  are  fast  passing 
away.  The  vail  that  has  so  long  hung  over  it  and 
shrouded  it  in  darkness  is  being  thrust  aside.  Men  are 
beginning  to  want  to  see  the  truths  of  religion  in  as  clear 
and  rational  light  as  the  truths  of  science  ;  and  then 
they  will  be  affected  by  them,  and  religion  will  once  more 
gain  its  proper  sway  over  the  human  mind.  But  men 
must  understand  —  they  must  be  convinced  —  they  must 
know  for  certainty  what  is  the  truth  —  they  must  see 
through  their  own  eyes,  and  not  be  compelled  to  see 
through  the  eyes  of  others ;  that  is,  they  must  act  as  free 
rational  agents  in  the  reception  of  all  kinds  of  truths, 
spiritual,  religious,  moral,  political  and  scientific. 

We  rejoice  to  see  this  great  awakening  in  the  minds  of 
men.  We  rejoice  to  see  this  earnest,  bold,  rational  desire 
for  truth.  We  rejoice  to  think,  and  to  have  reason  to 
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believe,  that  there  are  so  many  at  the  present  day  who 
are  sincere  seekers  of  the  truth.  We  rejoice  that  men 
want  to  understand,  to  be  convinced,  to  know  the  truth 
for  certainty.  W e  rejoice  because  we  are  assured  that 
all  who  are  sincere  seekers  of  the  truth  —  who  wish  to 
understand  and  be  convinced  of  the  truth,  will  yet  be 
convinced  —  will  yet  receive  the  truth,  if  not  in  this  world, 
in  the  world  to  come  —  if  not  from  the  mouths  of  men,  yet 
from  the  mouths  of  angels.  If,  like  Simeon  of  old,  they 
wait  for,  they  will  yet  receive,  the  consolation  of  Israel. 

And  we  believe,  too,  that  these  bold,  earnest  and  rational 
desires  for  truth  are  awakened  only  in  connexion  with  a 
revelation  to  the  world  of  new  and  great  principles  and 
truths.  For  the  existence  of  any  rational  desire  proves 
the  justice  of  a  proper  gratification  of  that  desire.  We 
believe  that  the  great  progress  of  knowledge  which  is 
being  made  in  nations  and  kingdoms,  and  in  every  rank 
and  condition  of  society,  is  but  the  effects  and  first  mani¬ 
festations  of  the  revelations  which  have  been  made  to  the 
New  Church.  What  improvements  are  they  working  in 
the  state  and  condition  of  society  ?  Did  man  of  himself, 
discover  and  reveal  these  truths  —  this  light  which  is 
pouring  in  upon  society  at  the  present  day  ?  It  may 
appear  as  if  he  did  to  the  natural  and  sensual  man.  But, 
no,  they  are  truths  which  have  come  down  from  “  God 
out  of  heaven,”  again  to  create  and  to  regenerate  this 
world.  They  are  the  doctrines  and  principles  and  truths 
of  the  New  Jerusalem.  They  are  represented,  as  by  a 
type  or  figure,  by  the  “  Holy  City,  New  Jerusalem,”  which 
John  saw  coming  down  from  God  out  of  heaven.  They 
are  symbolized  by  the  jasper  walls,  the  gates  of  pearl,  the 
golden  streets  of  the  Holy  City  ;  they  are  the  graces  and 
truths  of  the  Bride ,  the  Church,  which  is  making  herself 
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ready  and  is  coming  prepared  and  adorned  for  the  Lord 
her  Husband. 

That  the  “  Holy  City,  New  Jerusalem,”  spoken  of  in 
our  text,  does  not  mean  any  natural  city,  may  be  evident 
to  any  one  on  a  moment’s  reflection,  from  the  mere  de¬ 
scription  of  it  in  the  chapter  from  which  our  text  is  taken. 
It  is  there  said,  “  the  city  is  square,  and  the  length  is  as 
large  as  the  breadth.”  And  the  city  measured  “  twelve 
thousand  furlongs .”  “The  length  and  the  breadth,  and 
the  height  of  it  are  equal.”  Every  one  must  see  that  it 
could  not  possibly  be  true  that  a  natural  city,  with  such 
dimensions,  could  come  down  out  of  heaven  and  rest  here 
upon  earth.  The  Lord  also  said  at  its  descent,  that  He 
would  “  make  all  things  new.”  And  how  can  He  make 
all  things  spiritually  “  new  ”  except  by  the  revelations  of 
new  doctrines  and  new  truths  ?  By  these  He  re-creates 
or  regenerates  men,  or  makes  them  new  men  in  Him.  And 
that  this  “  Holy  City  ”  does  represent  or  typify  the  doc¬ 
trines  of  the  New  Church  which  the  Lord  would  estab¬ 
lish  upon  the  earth,  when  the  first  Christian  Church  had 
lost  its  purity  and  thus  become  consummated  —  is  evident 
from  the  latter  part  of  the  chapter,  where  it  is  said,  “  the 
city  had  no  need  of  the  sun  neither  of  the  moon  to  shine 
in  it,  for  the  glory  of  God  did  lighten  it,  and  the  Lamb 
is  the  lamp  of  it  ”  —  and  that  “  the  nations  of  them  that 
are  saved  shall  walk  in  the  light  of  it  ”  —  that  is,  good 
men  everywhere  will  live  under  the  influence  of  the  holy 
doctrines  and  truths,  typified  by  this  “  City,”  which  were 
to  come  down  from  God  out  of  heaven. 

It  is  the  doctrines  and  truths,  made  known  through 
the  revelations  of  the  spiritual  sense  of  the  Sacred  Scrip¬ 
ture,  brought  down  to  man’s  comprehension,  and  en¬ 
lightening  his  mind  in  the  way  of  life,  which  constitute 
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what  is  represented  by  the  “  Holy  City,  New  Jerusalem,” 
and  its  foundations  and  walls  and  gates  and  golden  streets. 
These  doctrines  and  truths  are  clear  and  luminous  as  the 
light  of  heaven,  because  the  “  glory  of  God  doth  lighten  ” 
them.  And  all  who  “  walk  in  the  light”  of  them,  that  is, 
live  under  the  influence  of  them  and  according  to  their 
dictates,  “  are  saved  ”  —  saved  from  the  evils,  the  wicked¬ 
ness  and  the  errors  which  would  otherwise  destroy  their 
souls. 

My  brethren  and  friends,  let  us  look  into  this  “  Holy 
City”  —  let  us  behold  its  walls,  its  gates  and  golden  streets. 
Let  us  examine,  briefly,  a  few  of  the  principal  doctrines 
and  truths  which  have  been  revealed  to  the  New  Church, 
and  which  are  destined  to  re-create  and  regenerate  mankind. 

We  believe,  in  the  New  Church,  that  now  is  the  time  of 
the  Second  Advent  of  the  Lord  —  of  a  coming,  not  external 
and  personal  upon  the  literal  clouds  of  heaven,  to  judge 
the  world,  but  a  coming  in  spirit  and  truth  —  a  coming 
for  the  purpose  of  enlightening  the  human  mind  in  spirit¬ 
ual,  religious,  moral  and  scientific  truths,  and  thus  of  bring¬ 
ing  men  into  the  internal  and  secret  judgment  of  these 
truths.  This  is  the  coming  which  is  figuratively  de¬ 
scribed  in  various  passages  in  the  Gospels  and  the  Book 
of  Revelation.  The  end  of  the  world,  there  spoken  of, 
does  not  mean  the  end  of  the  existence  of  this  earth.  For 
we  learn,  in  the  New  Church,  that  this  earth  is  to  exist  for¬ 
ever—  that  it  is  forever  to  be  a  seminary,  a  place  of  pre¬ 
paration  for  heaven  ;  and  hence  that  heaven  is  forever  to 
be  increased  from  the  inhabitants  of  this  earth  as  well  as 
from  the  inhabitants  of  all  the  other  earths  in  the  universe. 
Hence  we  may  see  the  immensity  of  heaven.  It  is  said  in  the 
Ecclesiastes,  also,  that  the  “  earth  abideth  forever.”  Again 
it  is  said  in  the  Psalms,  “  and  he  built  his  sanctuary  like  high 
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palaces,  like  the  earth  which  he  hath  established forever .” 
The  words  which  are  commonly  translated  “  the  end  of 
the  world,”  in  the  common  version  of  the  Gospels,  signify, 
in  the  original  Greek,  “  the  end  or  consummation  of  an  age 
or  period,”  that  is,  the  end  of  an  age  ox  full  period  of  the 
Church.  And  the  descriptions  which  are  apparently  given 
in  the  literal  sense  of  the  Gospels,  concerning  the  calami¬ 
tous  events  that  were  to  take  place  at  the  end  of  the 
world,  or  consummation  of  the  age,  are  figurative  descrip¬ 
tions  of  the  states  of  men  at  the  time  of  the  end  or  con¬ 
summation  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  second  advent  of 
the  Lord.  The  truth  of  these  predictions  is  now  being 
fully  verified.  It  is  mentioned,  as  one  of  the  signs  of  the 
consummation  of  the  church,  “  and  because  iniquity  shall 
abound,  the  love  of  many  shall  wax  cold.”  Matt.  xxiv.  12. 
What  pious  Christian  does  not  lament  that  the  truth  of  these 
words  is  now  so  fully  verified  ?  That  men  are  destitute  of 
real  charity,  regarded  in  the  great  mass,  must  be  evident  to 
every  considerate  mind.  How  does  selfishness  and  dis¬ 
honesty  stalk  abroad  among  every  class  in  society,  clothed  at 
one  time  in  the  beggar’s  rags,  and  at  another  with  silken 
robes,  and  putting  on  the  outward  airs  of  an  angel  of  light ! 
What  outrages  are  committed  at  the  present  day  against  all 
laws,  human  and  divine  !  They  are  committed  not  only  by 
the  man  ripe  in  age,  but  by  the  child  ;  “  and  even  the  infant, 
as  soon  as  he  begins  to  think  and  to  speak,  begins  to  show 
that  he  is  a  germ  of  a  strange  vine,  and  that  he  will  in 
due  time  produce  all  the  like  fruits  of  his  parent  stalk.” 
Surely  men  sin  now  with  a  high  hand.  They  do  not  sin 
now  as  in  the  dark  ages  of  society,  ignorantly,  but  know¬ 
ingly,  with  the  broad  light  of  heaven  shining  full  in  their 
faces.  Who  can  be  so  blind  as  not  to  see  that  the  truths 
of  the  W ord  of  God  have  greatly  lost  their  power  over 
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mankind?  The  Christian  Church,  as  to  its  doctrines,  is 
destitute  of  every  genuine  Christian  principle.  The  Lord, 
when  speaking  of  the  end  of  the  world,  that  is,  of  the  end 
or  consummation  of  the  Christian  Church,  predicted  this 
fact  when  he  said,  “  Verily  I  say  unto  you,  there  shall  not 
he  left  one  stone  upon  another  that  shall  not  he  thrown 
down.”  The  stones,  to  which  the  Lord  literally  referred, 
were  the  stones  of  the  beautiful  temple  of  Solomon,  at 
Jerusalem.  But  that  temple,  in  the  figurative  and  pro¬ 
phetic  language  of  Scripture,  represents  the  first  Christian 
Church.  The  stones,  of  which  that  temple  was  built,  repre¬ 
sent  the  truths  of  which  the  doctrines  of  the  Christian 
Church  were  originally  composed.  The  stones  being  thrown 
down,  means  that  the  truths  and  doctrines  of  that  church 
would  become  falsified  and  perverted.  There  being  not 
one  stone  left  upon  another  which  should  not  be  thrown 
down,  means  that  finally  there  would  not  be  one  truth  — 
not  a  single  doctrine  of  that  church  which  would  not  be 
falsified  and  perverted. 

Because  stones  are  used  in  the  Sacred  Scriptures  to 
represent  truths,  therefore  the  Lord,  who  is  Divine  Truth 
Itself,  is  called  tire  head  stone  of  the  corner  which  the 
builders  rejected.  For  the  same  reason  He  is  also  called, 
in  Isaiah,  “  a  stone  for  a  foundation,  a  tried  stone,  a  pre¬ 
cious  corner  stone,  a  sure  foundation.”  In  the  Psalms  it 
is  said,  “  The  Lord  is  my  rock,”  and  again,  “  Lead  me  to 
the  rock  that  is  higher  than  I.”  And  when  Peter  acknow¬ 
ledged  that  Jesus  was  the  “  Christ  the  Son  of  the  living 
God,”  the  Lord’s  reply  was,  “  and  I  say  also  unto  thee 
that  thou  art  Peter,”  that  is,  in  the  original,  a  stone  or  rock, 
“  and  upon  this  rock  (Peter)  I  will  build  my  church.” 
Because  Peter  confessed  that  Christ  was  the  “  Son  of  the 
living  God,”  which  in  the  spiritual  sense  of  the  Scriptures 
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signifies  the  very  Divine  Truth  Itself,  therefore  Peter  repre¬ 
sented  Divine  Truth  from  the  Lord  in  die  Church.  And  it 
was  upon  this  truth  which  Peter  had  just  confessed,  that 
the  Lord  said  that  He  would  build  His  Church,  and  not 
by  any  means  upon  Peter  as  a  personal  being.  Who  does 
not  know  that  the  Church,  the  true  Church  of  the  Lord, 
can  be  founded  only  upon  the  Rock  of  eternal  Truth  ?  And 
while  it  is  founded  upon  this  rock  of  ages,  the  gates  of 
hell  can  never  prevail  against  it. 

A  little  farther  on,  in  the  twenty-fourth  chapter  of 
Matthew,  it  is  foretold,  as  another  of  the  signs  of  the 
consummation  of  the  Church,  that  immediately  after  the 
tribulation  of  those  days,  shall  the  sun  be  darkened, 
and  the  moon  shall  not  give  her  light,  and  the  stars  shall 
fall  from  heaven. 

The  sun  is  the  Sacred  Scripture,  and  the  moon  and  the 
stars  are  the  truths  and  knowledges  derived  from  the 
Scripture.  This  sun  becomes  darkened  to  human  minds 
when  they  cease  to  receive  that  truth  from  it  which  would 
enlighten  their  minds  in  the  way  of  life.  To  those  who 
are  disposed  to  receive  the  truths  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures, 
and  love  them  and  obey  them,  they  become  the  light  of 
their  minds  ;  they  enable  them  to  make  steady  and  or¬ 
derly  progress  in  spiritual  life.  They  are  the  very  sun  of 
their  minds.  As  the  natural  sun  enlightens  and  animates 
this  world,  so  this  spiritual  sun  enlightens  and  animates 
their  minds.  But  when  this  central  luminary  becomes 
darkened,  and  covered  over  by  the  opinions,  the  decrees, 
the  false  notions  and  creeds  of  men,  then  mental  dark¬ 
ness,  disorder  and  confusion  upon  all  religious  subjects, 
must  of  necessity  pervade  men’s  minds.  Then  the  hu¬ 
man  mind  becomes  what  this  world  would  become, 
if  the  natural  sun  had  become  darkened,  the  moon  had 
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withdrawn  her  light,  and  the  stars  were  blotted  out  from 
the  sky. 

That  the  stmand  moon ,  mentioned  in  the  above  passage, 
do  not  refer  to  the  natural  sun  and  moon,  may  be  evi¬ 
dent  from  other  passages  in  the  Sacred  Scripture,  where 
similar  expressions  occur.  Thus  by  the  prophet  Amos, 
the  Lord  says :  “  The  end  is  come  upon  my  people 
Israel,”  —  evidently  referring  to  the  end  or  consummation 
of  the  Israelit ish  Church  —  “  and  I  will  cause  the  sun  to 
go  down  at  noon  and  I  will  darken  the  earth  in  a  clear 
day.”  Again,  in  Isaiah  it  is  said  concerning  Babylon,  that 
“the  day  of  the  Lord  is  at  hand”  — “to  lay  the  land 
desolate  ;  ”  and  in  that  day  the  Lord  says,  “  the  stars  of 
heaven  and  the  constellations  thereof  shall  not  give  their 
light :  the  sun  shall  be  darkened  in  his  going  forth,  and 
the  moon  shall  not  cause  her  light  to  shine.”  Now  we 
know  that  we  have  no  information  that  these  prophecies 
concerning  the  sun  and  moon  and  stars,  did  literally  take 
place  at  the  destruction  of  ancient  Babylon.  But  they 
did  all  spiritually  take  place.  The  pride  and  haughtiness 
of  Babylon  did  finally  become  so  great  as  to  darken  en¬ 
tirely  the  light  of  the  truths  of  the  Sacred  Scripture. 
Thus  this  spiritual  sun,  and  not  the  natural  sun,  did  be¬ 
come  darkened  in  his  going  forth. 

The  expressions,  in  these  passages  from  the  prophets, 
are  almost  exactly  similar  to  that  used  in  the  above  pas¬ 
sage  from  Matthew  ;  and  as  these  did  not  have  a  literal 
fulfilment,  so  we  infer  that  that  passage  will  not  have  a 
literal  but  a  spiritual  fulfilment. 

To  those  who  put  darkness  for  light,  and  light  for  dark¬ 
ness,  we  could  name  but  few  facts  which  would  appear  as 
more  improbable  or  more  incredible,  than  that  the  above 
words  of  prophecy  are  fulfilled  in  the  present  state  of  the 
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world.  But  it  is  the  very  nature  of  darkness  to  delude 
men  with  the  imagination  that  they  are  living  in  an  en¬ 
lightened  age,  while  yet  their  minds  are  in  the  darkest 
state  concerning  all  spiritual  truths.  But  if  those  words 
of  prophecy  are  not  applicable  to  the  present  state  of  the 
world,  why  is  it  that  the  church  is  so  distracted  in  its 
doctrines  or  creeds  and  opinions  ?  Why  is  it  divided  into 
so  many  sects  ?  Why  does  it  hold  to  so  many  widely 
different  notions  concerning  what  is  revealed  —  concern¬ 
ing  the  Sacred  Scriptures  ?  Why  is  all  this,  I  say,  if  those 
heavenly  principles,  which  are  so  essential  to  the  life  and 
power  of  the  Church,  of  a  ti'ue  Church,  has  not  departed 
from  it  —  if  the  Lord  has  not  departed  from  His  temple,  as 
He  foretold  that  He  should  depart  from  it  ?  On  account  of 
this  distracted  state  of  the  church,  each  one  is  left  only  in 
doubt  and  uncertainty,  not  knowing  what  to  believe,  for 
he  finds  himself  in  the  midst  of  a  multitude  of  discordant 
opinions,  all  viewed  as  the  mere  dogmas  of  men,  and  not 
as  anything  revealed  from  heaven.  Consequently,  what¬ 
ever  is  asserted  by  any  individual,  or  by  any  body  of  in¬ 
dividuals,  is  not  believed  as  truth,  but  as  the  opinion  of 
some  man.  And  thus  truth  has  lost  its  power,  and  ceased 
to  have  its  influence  over  the  minds  of  men,  because  it  is 
thought  that  no  one  knows  for  certainty  what  revealed 
truth  is.  And  thus  each  sets  up  a  standard  for  himself, 
and  is  led  either  by  the  simple  light  of  nature,  or  by  his 
own  depraved  will,  and  not  by  the  truths  of  Revelation. 

Such  is  the  mental  state  figuratively  described  in  those 
passages  from  the  Gospels  which  we  have  quoted.  In  the 
midst  of  this  mental  state  of  mankind,  the  Lord,  as  the 
Son  of  Man,  is  represented  as  coming  to  judge  the  world. 
It  is  because  the  Lord  is  Divine  Truth,  and  this  His  com¬ 
ing  is  a  revelation  of  Divine  Truth,  that  it  is  said  that  this 
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judgment  is  committed  unto  Him.  The  Lord  says  the 
Father ,  that  is  the  Divine  Love,  judgeth  no  man,  but  hath 
committed  all  judgment  unto  the  Son,  that  is,  the  principle 
of  Di  vine  Truth,  because  He  is  the  Son  of  Man.  Nothing 
but  the  Divine  Truth  could  be  capable  of  judging  the  mul¬ 
titudes  of  the  human  race,  with  all  the  endless  variety  of 
their  qualities.  The  judgment  is  represented  as  being 
executed  by  the  Son  of  Man,  because  He  is  the  Word  or 
Di  vine  Truth.  The  Lord  says,  “  He  that  rejecteth  me, 
and  receiveth  not  my  words,  hath  one  that  judgeth  him. 
The  Word  that  I  have  spoken,  the  same  shall  judge  him 
in  the  last  day.”  The  whole  process  of  the  judgment 
also  is  effected  according  to  the  laws  or  truths  of  the 
W  OKI). 

“  When  the  Son  of  Man  shall  come  in  his  glory,  and  all 
the  holy  angels  with  Him,  then  shall  He  sit  upon  the 
throne  of  His  glory,  and  all  nations  shall  be  gathered  be¬ 
fore  Him.  And  He  shall  separate  them  one  from  another, 
as  a  shepherd  divideth  his  sheep  from  the  goats.  And 
He  shall  set  the  sheep  on  His  right  hand,  but  the  goats  on 
the  left.”  The  Son  of  Man  in  His  glory,  or  on  the  throne 
of  His  glory,  is  the  divine  truths  of  the  Word  of  God 
when  they  are  exalted,  or  in  a  state  of  exaltation.  His 
coming  to  judge  the  world,  is  the  revelation  of  divine 
truths,  or  in  other  words,  it  is  the  revelation  of  what  are 
called  the  truths  of  the  spiritual  sense  of  the  Word  or 
Sacred  Scripture.  When  these  truths  are  revealed  from 
heaven,  or  when  the  Son  of  Man  comes  to  judge  the 
world,  He  rewards  every  man  according  to  his  works  ; 
for  the  quality  of  every  man  is  according  to  his  works. 
Every  one  is  affected  by  these  revealed  divine  truths 
either  delightfully  or  miserably,  according  to  the  states  and 
habits  which  have  been  formed  by  his  works,  so  that 
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every  one  of  his  own  accord,  at  this  judgment  of  truth, 
takes  his  place  on  the  right  hand  or  on  the  left,  in  favor 
of  the  truth  and  of  what  is  good,  or  of  the  false  and 
what  is  evil,  according  as  he  is  agreeably  or  disagreeably 
affected  by  the  divine  truths  which  are  revealed  from 
heaven,  which  is  called  the  coming  of  the  Son  of  Man  in 
His  glory.  “  Watch  ye  therefore  that  ye  may  be  account¬ 
ed  wTorthy  to  stand  before  the  Son  of  Man.” 

It  is  because  the  Christian  Church,  at  its  end  or  consum¬ 
mation,  was  to  be  in  such  a  state  of  darkness  and  igno¬ 
rance  of  true  doctrines  and  all  spiritual  truths,  as  has  been 
above  described,  that  the  Lord  said  “  in  such  an  hour  as 
ye  think  not,  the  Son  of  Man  cometh.”  That  is,  the  Lord 
will  come  revealing  Himself  or  His  divine  truths,  at  such 
a  time,  at  such  a  state,  and  in  such  a  manner  as  ye  do  not 
expect. 

Men  are  supposing  that  the  Bible  is  to  be  understood 
as  it  is  printed  on  paper,  in  its  merely  literal  sense.  Not 
thinking  that  the  Son  of  Man  is  the  spiritual  truths  of  the 
Word  of  God,  they  have  no  idea  that  His  coming  to  judg¬ 
ment,  is  to  be  in  the  form  of  the  revelation  of  divine 
truths.  They  look  for  Him  as  coming  only  personally, 
scarcely  at  all  thinking  of  Him  as  coming  in  His  glory. 
And  may  not  this  be  the  reason  why  He  asked  this  ques¬ 
tion —  “  When  the  Son  of  Man  cometh,  will  He  find  faith 
on  the  earth  ?  ”  There  can  certainly  be  no  faith  in  His 
real  spiritual  coming,  so  long  as  His  coming  is  thought  to 
be  only  literal.  If  the  phrase  Son  of  Man,  is  thought  to 
mean  only  the  maternal  human,  which  was  derived  from 
the  mother  Mary,  instead  of  the  divine  truths  of  the  Word 
of  God,  will  there  not,  as  a  natural  consequence  be,  as 
there  has  been  through  all  the  dark  ages,  a  natural  ex¬ 
pectation  that  He  will  appear  personally  upon  the  literal 
2* 
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clouds  of  heaven  ?  But  as  soon  as  you  understand  by 
the  Son  of  Man  the  divine  truths  of  the  Sacred  Scrip¬ 
tures,  as  the  Word  of  God  teaches,  then  the  coming  of 
the  Son  of  Man  is  the  revelation  of  these  truths,  and  not 
a  personal  coming.  And  the  clouds  of  heaven  are  the 
external  literal  truths  of  the  Bible,  the  literal  sense,  through 
which  all  spiritual  truths  are  revealed,  and  which,  when 
compared  to  the  spiritual  sense,  is  cloudy  and  obscure  — 
and  His  glory  is  the  internal  spiritual  truths  of  the  Bible, 
the  internal  or  spiritual  sense. 

The  judgment  is  not  committed  to  the  Son  of  Man  as 
the  Son  of  Mary,  but  as  the  Divine  Truth  of  the  Father ,  or 
the  Divine  Love.  And  it  is  in  the  light  of  this  truth  that 
“  every  eye  shall  see  Him,  and  they  also  who  pierced 
Him.”  That  is,  even  they  who  do  not  acknowledge  Him, 
who  reject  Him,  who  despise  His  truths,  who  crucify  Him 
afresh  in  their  minds  —  for  all  these  classes  of  persons 
who  treat  Him  in  this  way,  spiritually  pierce  Him,  —  even 
they  shall  sec  Him,  shall  be  brought  to  the  judgment  of 
His  truths. 

Having  now  given  briefly  an  idea  of  the  views  of  the 
New  Jerusalem  Church  concerning  the  Second  Advent  of 
the  Lord,  let  us  give  a  passing  notice  to  some  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  doctrines  of  faith,  of  life,  and  of  practice,  of  this  New 
Church. 

The  Chief  Doctrine,  the  very  corner-stone  of  the  spirit¬ 
ual  Temple,  is  its  Doctrine  of  the  Lord.  We  believe  that 
our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ  is  the  only  living  and 
true  God.  £i  Hear  O  Israel,  the  Lord  our  God  is  one  Lord, 
and  thou  shalt  worship  the  Lord  with  all  thy  heart,  and 
with  all  thy  soul,  and  with  all  thy  strength.”  And  again, 
“  In  the  beginning  was  the  Word,  and  the  Word  was  with 
God,  and  God  was  the  Word.”  A  little  farther  on  in  the 
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same  chapter,  “  And  the  Word  was  made  flesh,  and  dwelt 
among  us.”  And  again,  “All  things  were  made  by  Him, 
and  without  Him  was  not  anything  made  that  was  made.” 
Again,  in  the  first  chapter  of  Revelation,  it  is  said,  “  I 
am  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  beginning  and  the  ending, 
saith  the  Lord,  who  is,  and  who  was,  and  who  is  to  come, 
the  Almighty.”  These  words  are  a  declaration  of  the 
Lord  Himself.  Alpha  is  the  first  letter  of  the  Greek  al¬ 
phabet,  and  omega  is  the  last;  and  the  declaration  that 
“He  is  the  Alpha  and  the  Omega,  the  beginning  and  the 
ending,”  <fcc.,  obviously  implies  that  He  is  the  Author 
and  Preserver  of  all  things,  that  Lie  is  Life  and  the  Giver 
of  life  to  all,  and  that  from  everlasting  to  everlasting  He  is 
God.  It  is  added  that  He  is  the  Almighty,  which  means  that 
He  has  all  power  in  heaven  and  on  earth,  agreeably  to  His 
own  words  to  His  disciples  after  His  resurrection  —  “  All 
power  is  given  unto  Me  in  heaven  and  on  earth.” 

That  He  is  thus  acknowledged  and  worshiped  in  heaven, 
appears  from  what  is  written  in  the  fourth  chapter  of  Rev¬ 
elation.  John  saw  heaven  opened,  and  a  throne  set  in 
heaven,  and  “  He  that  sat  on  the  throne  was  to  look  upon 
like  a  jasper  and  a  sardine  stone,  and  there  was  a  rainbow 
round  about  the  throne,  in  sight  like  unto  an  emerald.” 
And  round  about  the  throne,  and  before  the  throne,  John 
saw  represented,  by  various  forms,  all  classes,  from  first  to 
last,  of  those  who  are  redeemed,  and  he  heard  their  wor¬ 
ship —  and  with  one  voice  they  all  worshiped  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  saying,  “  Holy,  holy,  holy,  Lord  God  Al¬ 
mighty,  who  was,  and  is,  and  is  to  come.”  They  “  wor¬ 
shiped  Him  that  liveth  forever  and  ever,  and  cast  their 
crowns  before  the  throne,  saying,  Thou  art  worthy,  O 
Lord,  to  receive  glory,  and  honor,  and  power,  for  Thou 
hast  created  all  things,  and  for  Thy  pleasure  they  are  and 
were  created.” 
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Paul  also  says  that  Jesus  Chiist  was  God  manifest  in 
the  flesh,  and  that  in  “  Him  dwelleth  all  the  fulness  of  the 
Godhead  bodily.”  Consequently,  if  the  fulness  of  the 
Godhead  dwells  bodily  in  Him,  we  know  not  where  to 
look  for  any  other  God,  and  we  see  no  necessity  of  looking 
for  any  other.  Jesus  Christ  our  Saviour  is  also  called  the 
only  wise  God  :  “  To  the  only  wise  God  our  Saviour,  be 
glory  and  majesty,  dominion  and  power,  both  now  and 
forever.”  In  Isaiah  He  is  also  called  “  Wonderful,  Counsel¬ 
lor,  the  mighty  God,  Father  of  Eternity,  Prince  of  Peace.” 
He  is  also  called  by  the  incommunicable  name  of  Jehovah  : 
“  Behold  the  days  come,  saith  Jehovah,  that  I  will  raise 
unto  David  a  Righteous  Branch,  and  this  is  the  name 
whereby  He  shall  be  called,  Jehovah  our  Righteousness .” 
And  the  angel  foretold  before  His  birth  that  He  should 
be  called  “  Immanuel ,”  which  is,  being  interpreted,  God- 
with-us,  God-with-man. 

The  Lord  also  calls  Himself  “  The  Bread  of  God  that 
cometh  down  from  heaven  and  giveth  life  to  the  world.” 
He  also  says  that  He  is  “  the  Way,  the  Truth,  and  the 
Life.”  And  again,  “  If  any  man  thirst,  let  him  come 
unto  Me  and  drink.”  The  Lord  does  not  say  that  He 
received  the  “  Bread  ”  that  giveth  life  unto  the  world,  from 
another  —  He  does  not  say  that  He  received  His  Life  from 
another.  When  we  spiritually  thirst,  or  desire  to  re¬ 
ceive  Truth  into  our  souls,  He  does  not  tell  us  to  go  to 
another  and  drink.  But  He  plainly  declares  that  He  is 
the  “  Bread  ”  of  God,  that  giveth  life  to  the  world.  He 
says  that  He  is  “  The  Life,”  and  “  if  any  man  thirst,  let 
him  come  to  Me  and  drink.”  He  never  calls  Himself  a 
recipient  of  life.  If  He  did,  He  would  make  Himself  a 
mere  finite,  created  being.  But  no,  He  calls  Himself  “The 
Life.”  And  if  He  is  the  Life,  He  is  the  only  Life.  And 
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if  He  is  the  only  Life,  He  is  God,  and  the  only  God. 
How  could  He  express  His  Divinity  more  plainly  and  fully 
than  in  saying, c<  I  am  the  Way,  the  Truth,  and  The  Life?  ” 

But,  lastly,  we  are  taught  that  “  all  men  should  honor 
the  Son  even  as  they  honor  the  Father.”  And  why  ?  — 
“  I  and  the  Father  are  One.” 

We  believe,  in  the  New  Church,  that  in  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  there  is  a  Divine  Trinity  —  a  Trinity  of  Divine  Prin¬ 
ciples  or  Attributes,  but  not  a  trinity  of  persons.  This 
trinity  of  principles  is  the  Divine  Love,  called  in  the 
Sacred  Scriptures  the  Father,  or  the  invisible  Deity  ;  the 
Divine  Wisdom,  or  Truth,  called  in  the  Scriptures  the 
Son,  or  the  manifested  God,  that  is,  the  Divine  Truth 
manifesting  the  Divine  Love  ;  and  the  Divine  Influence 
proceeding  from  Love  and  Wisdom  or  Truth,  called  in 
the  Scriptures  the  Holy  Spirit.  This  is  the  Divine  Trin¬ 
ity,  and  this  trinity  exists  in  the  one  Person  of  our  Lord 
and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.  This  trinity  may  be  illustrated 
by  the  trinity  in  man.  Man  loves,  he  thinks,  and  from  his 
power  of  loving  and  thinking  there  is  a  proceeding  influ¬ 
ence  or  operation,  commonly  called  action.  In  every  in¬ 
dividual  also  there  is  a  soul,  a  body,  and  an  operation  of 
these  in  union.  Or  again,  there  is  a  will,  an  understand¬ 
ing,  and  action.  And  this  trinity  must  exist  in  every  in¬ 
dividual  in  order  that  he  may  be  a  full  man.  And  these 
three  are  one. 

The  Divine  Trinity  that  exists  in  the  Lord  may  also  be 
illustrated  by  the  heat  and  light  and  proceeding  influ¬ 
ences  or  operations  of  the  natural  sun.  The  heat  of  the 
sun  corresponds  to  the  Divine  Love.  Because  heat  cor¬ 
responds  to  love,  therefore  when  a  man  loves  ardently, 
we  say  he  has  a  warm  heart,  or  is  a  man  of  warm  and 
ardent  feelings.  Love  is  always  said  to  be  warm,  while  the 
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want  of  it,  or  the  opposite  feelings,  are  said  to  be  cold. 
Again,  the  light  of  the  sun  corresponds  to  the  Divine 
Truth.  Because  light  corresponds  to  truth,  therefore,  in 
common  figurative  language,  when  we  have  got  the  truth 
upon  any  subject,  we  say  that  we  have  got  light  upon  it. 
We  say  that  we  now  see  it  clearly,  our  understandings 
have  become  enlightened ,  &c.  And  again,  the  influence 
or  operation  of  the  heat  and  light  of  the  sun,  in  produc¬ 
ing  and  sustaining  animal  and  vegetable  life  in  this  world, 
corresponds  to  the  influences  or  operations  of  the  Divine 
Love  and  Divine  Truth  over  human  minds,  in  producing 
and  bringing  forth  good  affections  and  true  thoughts,  and 
from  these  just  and  good  actions. 

As  there  is  thus  a  unity  or  oneness  in  the  heat  and 
light  and  operation  or  influence  of  the  natural  sun  ;  or 
as  there  is  a  unity  or  oneness  of  the  faculties  that  com¬ 
pose  every  individual,  so  there  is  a  unity  or  oneness  of 
the  Divine  Trinity  of  Principles  in  the  Lord.  As  the  heat 
is  in  the  light  and  is  one  with  it,  or  as  the  soul  of  man 
is  in  the  body,  so  the  Divine  Love,  or  the  Father,  is  in 
the  Divine  Truth,  or  the  Son,  and  “  lie  and  the  Father 
are  One.” 

These  remarks  concerning  the  Divine  Trinity  will  help 
us  to  understand  such  passages  as  the  following :  “As 
the  Father  hath  Life  in  Himself,  so  hath  He  given  to  the 
Son  to  have  Life  in  Himself .”  “Life  in  Himself,”  de¬ 
notes  Life  in  its  origin  or  Essenee,  and  this  God  cannot 
give  to  any  other  person.  For  when  He  gives  this  He 
gives  Himself,  and  He  to  whom  He  gives  it  can  be  no 
other  than  His  own  Form  or  Person.  Again,  “  The  Father 
that  dwelleth  in  Me,  He  doeth  the  works.”  By  these 
words  he  teaches  that  His  Humanity  would  have  no  power 
of  itself,  just  as  a  man’s  body  would  have  no  power  if 
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the  soul  was  not  in  it,  but  that  Ilis  Divine  works  were 
all  done  in  consequence  of  His  having  the  whole  Divine 
Essence  dwelling  in  him.  And  again  he  says,  “All  things 
that  the  Father  hath  are  mine.”  And  how  could  He  as¬ 
sert  more  plainly  that  all  the  perfections  and  attributes  of 
Deity  dwelt  within  His  own  Person  ?  And  again  He  says, 
“  The  Son  can  do  nothing  but  what  he  sees  the  Father 
do,”  —  “  and  the  Son  manifests  or  brings  forth  the  Fa¬ 
ther  to  view,” —  which  passages  are  in  exact  accordance 
with  the  explanation  just  given  above,  that  the  whole  Di¬ 
vine  Essence  was  dwelling  within  Him,  just  as  the  soul 
of  man  is  in  his  body,  and  as  his  body  does  what  his  soul 
first  wills  and  thinks. 

As  we  believe  that  there  is  one  only  God  and  Saviour, 
though  He  is  called  by  many  and  various  names  in  the 
Sacred  Scriptures,  to  denote  the  many  and  various  offices 
and  works  which  He  performs  for  men,  so  we  believe,  in 
the  New  Church,  that  this  same  Divine  Being,  Jehovah 
God,  the  Creator  of  the  universe,  did,  in  the  fulness  of 
time,  descend  upon  this  earth  and  clothed  Himself  with 
human  nature.  He  spoke  with  a  human  mouth,  and 
acted  through  a  human  body.  He  dwelt  the  Creator 
among  Ilis  creatures,  as  a  Man  among  men.  Still  He 
parted  not  with  Ilis  Divinity,  for  it  dwelt  within  Him. 
He  was  the  “  Word  made  flesh.”  In  the  language  of 
the  apostle,  “  He  was  God  manifested  in  the  flesh.” 
“  God  ivas  in  Christ  reconciling  the  world  unto  Him¬ 
self.”  And,  though  He  spoke  with  a  human  mouth,  yet 
He  always  spoke  divine  and  eternal  truth.  Though  He 
saw  through  human  eyes,  yet  the  infinite  Spirit  looked 
through  them,  and  was  able  to  penetrate  the  inmost 
thoughts  and  feelings  of  the  hearts  of  men.  Though  as 
to  the  infirm  human  which  He  had  assumed,  and  by 
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means  of  that  human  He  was  tempted  in  all  points  as 
we  are,  yet  lie  was  himself  without  sin. 

Jehovah  God,  by  assuming  human  nature,  thus  came 
into  this  world  as  Jesus  Christ,  for  man’s  sake.  Man  had 
sinned  against  his  Maker,  and  had  come  into  a  state  to 
do  evil,  and  only  evil  continually.  He  had  fallen  very  far 
from  a  state  of  love  to  the  Lord  and  love  to  his  neighbor, 
that  state  in  which  he  was  created  to  live,  and  in  which 
alone  he  can  be  happy.  And  the  Lord,  in  His  love  and 
in  His  pity,  came  to  redeem  man  from  this  sinful  and 
miserable  state.  When  He  saw  that  no  eye  did  pity,  and 
no  arm  could  bring  salvation,  His  eye  did  pity  and  His  arm 
did  bring  salvation.  In  His  tender  love  and  mercy  He 
came  to  save  man  from  eternal  misery  and  spiritual  death. 

The  redemption  that  He  wrought  by  thus  coming,  how¬ 
ever,  does  not  consist  in  the  pardon  obtained  by  offering 
Himself  as  a  vicarious  sacrifice  for  the  sins  of  the  world. 
For  such  a  doctrine  makes  it  necessary  that  there  should 
be  at  least  two  persons  in  the  Godhead.  One  who  is  to 
atone  for  the  guilt  of  men,  and  another  to  whom  expiation 
is  to  be  made,  or  whose  justice  is  to  be  satisfied.  And 
that  God  is  one,  both  in  essence  and  in  person ,  is  most 
clearly  the  scriptural  doctrine,  for  we  have  the  whole 
testimony  of  Scripture  in  favor  of  it,  as  well  as  all  reason 
and  common  sense.  But  Jehovah  God  thus  put  on  the 
form  of  a  Man,  thus  clothed  Himself  with  infirm  human 
nature,  that  by  means  of  it  He  might  be  subjected  to  the 
temptations  or  assaults  of  the  hells,  that  He  might  thus 
reach,  fight  with,  and  overcome  the  powers  of  darkness 
and  of  hell,  which  were  lifted  up  ready  to  destroy  the 
whole  human  race.  That  the  Lord  did  subject  Himself 
to  the  temptations  or  assaults  of  the  devil,  that  is  of  hell, 
is  known  ;  for  it  is  said  in  the  Gospel,  “  Then  was  Jesus 
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led  up  of  the  spirit  into  the  wilderness  to  be  tempted  of  the 
devil.  And  when  He  had  fasted  forty  days  and  forty 
nights,  lie  was  afterwards  an  hungered.  .  .  .  Again  the 
devil  taketh  Him  up  into  an  exceeding  high  mountain, 
and  sheweth  him  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  world,  and  the 
glory  of  them,  and  saith  unto  Him,  all  these  things  will  I 
give  thee,  if  thou  wilt  fall  down  and  worship  me.  Then 
saith  Jesus  unto  him,  Get  thee  hence,  satan,  for  it  is 
written,  thou  shalt  worship  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  Him 
only  shalt  thou  serve.  Then  the  devil  leaveth  Him,  and 
behold  angels  came  and  ministered  unto  Him.”  In  all 
these  temptations  or  assaults  of  the  hells,  the  Lord  always 
conquered.  Even  in  His  last  and  most  painful  tempta¬ 
tions  in  the  garden  of  Gethsemane,  when  He  sweat  as 
it  were  great  drops  of  blood,  and  in  Ilis  passion  on  the 
cross,  when  He  said,  “  If  it  be  possible  let  this  cup  pass 
from  Me,”  even  in  these  He  was  victorious,  for  He  “  rose 
from  the  dead  f  and  after  He  had  risen  He  said,  “All 
power  is  now  given  unto  Me.”  By  His  continued  con¬ 
quests  over  all  His  spiritual  enemies,  which  he  constantly 
wrought  during  His  whole  life  on  earth,  He  finally  sub¬ 
jected  them  all  to  His  infinite  power.  As  he  said,  He 
had  “  all  power  ”  over  them  given  to  Him.  He  thus  re¬ 
moved  the  influence  which  they  had  acquired  over  the 
minds  of  men,  and  thereby  restored  man  to  a  state  of 
freedom,  and  again  rendered  salvation  possible  to  all.  He 
met  His  spiritual  enemies  and  the  spiritual  enemies  of 
heaven  and  the  human  race,  on  their  own  ground,  and 
there  “  He  trod  them  in  his  anger  and  trampled  them  in 
His  fury.”  Thus  “  in  His  love  and  His  pity  He  redeem¬ 
ed  us.”  After  this  work  of  redemption  was  wrought,  in^ 
fernal  spirits  had  no  longer  such  power  to  infest  men,  for 
with  the  finger  of  God  the  devils  had  been  cast  out.  The 
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Lord  “  had  taken  to  Himself  His  great  power,”  and  did 
reign. 

This  work  of  redemption  was  a  work  purely  divine.  It 
could  not  possibly  have  been  effected  but  by  Jehovah  God 
manifested  in  the  flesh.  He  says,  “  My  own  arm  wrought 
salvation.” 

Moreover  we  are  taught,  in  the  New  Church,  that  the 
Lord,  by  overcoming  in  the  temptations  induced  from  the 
assaults  of  the  hells  or  the  assaults  of  evil,  finally  glorified 
the  humanity  which  he  assumed,  that  is,  made  it  Divine  or 
at-one  with  the  Divine,  and  with  Ilis  Glorified  Divine 
Body  rose  from  the  dead,  ascended  up  on  high,  through 
the  heavens  and  above  the  heavens  ;  and  that  from  thence, 
as  God  over  all,  He  fills  and  governs  the  universe.  This 
His  final  ascension  was  the  completion  of  the  work  of  the 
at-one-ment.  For  then  His  Humanity  became  at-one 
with  his  Divinity.  His  Divine  Love  became  Divine  Hu¬ 
man  Love,  and  his  Wisdom  or  Truth  became  Divine  Hu¬ 
man  Wisdom  or  Truth,  and  both  existed  in  and  composed 
His  Divine  Humanity,  or  Ilis  Divine  Human  Body.  In 
His  Divine  Humanity  is  all  power.  By  means  of  it  He 
will  forever  be  enabled  to  keep  the  powers  of  darkness 
and  of  hell  in  entire  subjection.  By  it  He  gives  us  power 
to  follow  Him  in  the  regeneration  —  to  overcome  as  He 
overcame,  until  all  our  evil  inclinations  and  propensities 
are  brought  into  subjection  to  the  Truth.  From  it  He 
gives  us  power  to  make  our  external  minds  at-one  with 
our  internal  minds  — our  understandings  at-one  with  our 
wills.  By  means  of  it,  He  is  still  and  continually  carry¬ 
ing  on  the  great  work  of  the  at-one-ment  —  He  is  reconcil¬ 
ing  the  world  unto  Himself —  He  is  bringing  men  into  the 
at-one-ment.  By  it  He  can  present  Himself  to  the  minds 
of  men  and  of  angels  in  a  real  and  substantial  Form,  which 
they  can  comprehend  and  love  and  worship.  He  can  be 
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spiritually  present  with  them  and  flow  into  their  minds 
with  light  and  into  their  hearts  with  love  —  and  thus  make 
them  blessed  and  happy  forever. 

It  may  here  be  remarked,  that  the  true  meaning  of  the 
atonement,*  or  more  properly,  as  it  used  to  be  pronounced, 
the  at-one-ment,  is  the  removal  of  the  evils  of  man,  and 
not  the  appeasing  of  the  wrath  of  God.  For  God  is  es¬ 
sential  Love  and  Mercy  Itself —  He  desires  not  the  death 
of  the  sinner,  but  would  rather  have  him  repent  and  live. 
He  never  feels  any  enmity  to  man.  But  the  object  of 
Jesus  Christ’s  coming  in  the  flesh  was  that  He  might  “  re¬ 
concile  the  world  unto  Himself,”  and  not  by  any  means 
Himself  unto  the  world. 

Such  is  the  doctrine  of  the  New  Jerusalem  Church 
concerning  the  Lord.  It  is  the  doctrine  of  the  Sacred 
Scripture,  the  doctrine  of  heaven,  and  should  be  the 
doctrine  of  men  on  earth.  We  can  find  it  nowhere  else 
clearly  explained  except  in  the  writings  of  Emanuel  Swe¬ 
denborg,  in  which  is  a  revelation  of  the  doctrines  of 
heaven.  There  we  are  taught  who  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
is,  namely,  that  He  is  the  only  God  and  Saviour  of  the 
world.  He  only  has  the  “words  of  eternal  life.”  “  Lord, 
to  whom  shall  we  go  ?  Thou  hast  the  words  of  eternal 
life.”  Let  us  accept  His  invitation,  “Come  unto  Me,  all 
ye  that  labor  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you 
rest.”  Let  us  go  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  the  mani¬ 
fested  Jehovah,  in  all  humility  and  reverence.  Let  us 
seek  instruction  from  Him  in  His  Sacred  Book  of  Truth, 
and  pray  for  His  guidance  in  all  that  we  feel  and  think 
and  do.  Let  us  yield  our  hearts  and  our  hands  to  His 

*  The  word  atonement  is  compounded  of  the  two  words  at  and  one. 
And  to  make  an  atonement  is  to  make  two  parties  at-one,  or  to  recon- 
cile  them  to  each  other. 
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service  and  devote  all  our  powers  to  Him,  for  “  He  alone 
is  worthy  to  receive  glory  and  honor  and  power.”  Then 
will  those  words  of  prophecy  receive  their  spiritual  fulfil¬ 
ment  in  our  hearts  :  “  The  kingdoms  of  this  world  are  be¬ 
come  our  Lord’s  and  His  Christ’s  ;  and  He  shall  reign 
forever  and  ever.” 

The  Second  great  Doctrine  of  the  New  Church  is  its 
Doctrine  of  the  Sacred  Scripture.  The  Doctrines  of  the 
New  Church  teach  that  the  Sacred  Scripture  or  Word  of 
the  Lord  is  Divine  Truth  Itself.  It  is  Divine  Truth,  be- 
cause  all  its  words  were  dictated  or  spoken  by  Jehovah 
God  Himself.  In  the  words  of  the  Lord,  its  every  word 
is  Spirit  and  Life.  “  The  style  in  which  the  Word  is  writ¬ 
ten  is  a  truly  divine  style,  with  which  no  other  style,  how¬ 
ever  sublime  and  excellent  it  may  seem,  is  at  all  comparable, 
for  it  is  as  darkness  compared  to  light.  The  style  of  the 
Word  is  of  such  a  nature  that  the  holy  is  in  every  sen¬ 
tence,  in  every  word,  and  in  some  cases  in  every  letter, 
and  hence  the  Word  conjoins  man  with  the  Lord  and 
opens  heaven.”  The  divinity  and  holiness  of  the  Word 
consist  in  its  spiritual  part,  from  whence  it  is  divinely 
inspired  and  holy  in  every  particular. 

The  Sacred  Scripture  has  an  external  meaning,  and  in 
its  merely  literal  sense  it  appears  very  much  like  other 
books  —  just  as  the  Lord,  in  His  merely  natural  body,  ap¬ 
peared  like  other  men  ;  and  hence  the  world  have  gener¬ 
ally  been  accustomed  to  regard  it  very  much  like  other 
books.  It  is  clothed  in  natural  images  and  written  in  nat¬ 
ural  language.  But  to  the  New  Church  it  has  been  re¬ 
vealed  that  it  is  so  written  that  every  natural  image  and 
every  natural  expression  is  made  to  correspond  to  a  spir¬ 
itual  idea  —  that  is,  an  idea  which  relates  to  the  Lord,  to 
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heaven,  and  to  the  minds  of  men.  And  these  spiritual 
ideas  are  so  connected  together  as  to  form  one  perfect 
series  of  meanings,  which  together  are  called  the  internal 
or  spiritual  sense  of  the  Word.  And  this  spiritual  sense 
treats  of  nothing  else  but  of  spiritual  things. 

Swedenborg  says,  “  In  order  that  there  might  exist  a 
conjunction  between  heaven  and  man,  the  Word  was  writ¬ 
ten  by  mere  correspondences.  All  its  contents,  to  the  most 
minute  particulars,  are  in  such  correspondence.  Where¬ 
fore,  if  man  were  skilled  in  the  science  of  correspondences, 
he  would  understand  the  Word  as  to  its  spiritual  sense,  and 
would  thence  be  enabled  to  obtain  a  knowledge  of  arcana, 
of  which  nothing  is  to  be  seen  in  the  literal  sense.  For 
in  the  Word  is  both  a  literal  sense  and  a  spiritual  sense. 
The  literal  sense  is  composed  of  such  ideas  as  exist  in 
the  world,  but  the  spiritual  sense  of  such  as  exist  in  heaven  ; 
and  since  the  conjunction  between  heaven  and  the  world 
is  the  result  of  correspondences,  therefore  a  Word  was 
given  of  such  a  kind  as  that  every  particular  contained  in  it, 
even  to  the  minutest  iota,  should  have  its  correspondence.” 
See  the  Treatise  on  Heaven  and  Hell,  n.  114,  and  for  a 
more  full  explanation  of  this  subject,  see  from  n.  87  to  115. 

We  say,  in  the  New  Church,  that  the  Bible  is  written 
according  to  correspondences.  That  it  may  be  known 
what  is  meant  by  correspondence,  we  will  quote  a  single 
remark  from  Swedenborg,  to  explain  that  term  as  it  is 
used  in  the  writings  of  the  New  Church.  He  says,  “  The 
whole  natural  world  corresponds  to  the  spiritual,”  or  what 
is  spiritual,  “  both  in  the  whole  and  in  all  its  parts ;  and 
what  exists  and  subsists  in  the  natural  from  the  spiritual, 
is  called  correspondence.”  The  science  of  correspond¬ 
ence,  then,  is  the  science  which  faithfully  represents,  by 
outward  objects  and  natural  images  and  natural  language, 
3* 
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the  spiritual  states  and  conditions  of  the  mind  and  life 
of  God,  of  angels,  and  of  men. 

This  science  teaches  us  that  all  things  that  appear  on 
the  face  of  the  earth,  being  objects  that  compose  the  great 
world,  are  corresponding  emblems  of  all  the  various  affec¬ 
tions,  thoughts,  intellectual  faculties  and  powers  of  man, 
whom  the  ancients  called  a  little  world.  Consequently, 
not  only  trees  and  vegetables,  but  also  beasts,  birds  and 
fishes  of  various  kinds,  with  all  animals  down  to  the  little 
worm  and  creeping  things  of  the  ground,  correspond  to 
something  in  the  mind  of  man.  “  The  animals  of  the  earth 
in  general  correspond  to  affections,  the  tame  and  useful 
animals  corresponding  to  good  affections,  and  the  fierce 
and  useless  kinds  to  evil  affections.  In  particular,  oxen 
and  bullocks  correspond  to  affections  of  the  natural  mind, 
sheep  and  lambs  to  the  affections  of  the  spiritual  mind,  and 
birds  or  winged  creatures,  according  to  their  species,  cor¬ 
respond  to  the  intellectual  faculties  and  exercises  of  both 
minds.  Hence  it  is  that  various  animals,  as  oxen,  bullocks, 
rams,  sheep,  goats,  &c.,  also  pigeons  and  doves,  were  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  Israelitish  Church,  which  was  a  represent¬ 
ative  church,  for  holy  uses,  it  being  of  them  that  the  sacri¬ 
fices  and  burnt-offerings  consisted.  For  when  so  employ¬ 
ed  they  corresponded  to  certain  spiritual  things,”  that  is, 
to  certain  kinds  of  affections  according  to  their  character, 
“  and  were  understood  in  heaven  according  to  their  cor¬ 
respondences . Man,  too,  as  to  his  natural  mind,  is 

like  the  animals,”  that  is,  has  affections  similar  to  theirs  ; 
wherefore  it  is  usual,  in  common  discourse,  to  compare  him 
to  them.  Thus  a  man  of  mild  disposition  is  called  a  sheep 
or  a  lamb,  a  man  of  rough  or  fierce  temper  is  called  a  bear 
or  wolf,  a  crafty  person  is  called  a  fox,  and  so  in  other  in¬ 
stances.  H.  and  II.  n.  110. 
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“  There  is  a  similar  correspondence  with  the  objects  of 
the  vegetable  kingdom.  A  garden  in  general  corresponds 
to  heaven  as  to  intelligence  and  wisdom.  Hence  heaven 
is  called  in  the  Word  the  garden  of  God,  and  paradise,  and 
is  named  by  man  the  heavenly  paradise.” 

Because  all  things  in  the  animal  and  vegetable  world 
correspond  to  something  spiritual,  therefore  the  various 
objects  of  these  kingdoms  are  so  often  mentioned  in  the 
Sacred  Scriptures,  where  they  all  have  reference  to  the 
mental  properties  or  qualities  of  man.  Thus  by  the 
prophet  Hosea  the  Lord  says,  “  In  that  day  will  I  make  a 
covenant  for  them  with  the  beasts  of  the  earth,  and  the 
fowls  of  heaven,  and  with  the  creeping  things  of  the 
ground.”  Every  one  may  here  see  that  the  Lord  did  not 
mean  to  promise  to  make  a  covenant  with  the  unthinking 
beasts  of  the  earth,  but  with  rational  and  reflecting  man, 
who  is  described  in  these  words,  as  to  his  affections  and 
thoughts,  from  their  highest  to  their  lowest  forms,  by  the 
beasts  and  birds  and  creeping  things.  Again  it  is  said  in 
Isaiah,  “  The  mountains  and  hills  shall  break  forth  before 
you  into  singing,  and  all  the  trees  of  the  field  shall  clap 
their  hands.”  These  expressions  would  give  us  no 
meaning  at  all,  if  we  understand  them  only  in  their  literal 
sense.  But  in  the  writings  of  the  New  Church,  we  are 
taught  that  the  ancient  people,  in  the  time  of  Noah,  per¬ 
formed  their  worship  on  mountains  and  hills,  and  in 
gardens  and  groves,  and  hence  the  terms,  in  the  passage  of 
Scripture  quoted  above,  are  used  to  correspond  to  the  glad 
and  joyful  and  happy  feelings  and  states  of  mind  which 
man  has  when  he  is  in  the  genuine  love  and  worship  of 
the  Lord.  It  is  the  good  feelings  or  good  affections  de¬ 
rived  from  the  love  and  worship  of  the  Lord,  which  break 
forth  into  singing  or  into  expressions  of  praise  to  the  Lord. 
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When  the  language  of  Scripture  is  describing  the  de¬ 
scent  of  the  Divine  influences  into  the  human  mind,  which, 
when  affectionately  received,  causes  the  life  of  man  to  be¬ 
come  heavenly  and  fruitful,  it  utters  such  words  as  the 
following:  —  “The  wilderness  and  solitary  place  shall 
be  glad  for  them,  and  the  desert  shall  rejoice  and  blossom 
as  the  rose.  It  shall  blossom  abundantly  and  rejoice  even 
with  joy  and  singing.  The  glory  of  Lebanon  shall  be 
given  unto  it,  the  excellency  of  Carmel  and  Sharon. 
They  shall  see  the  glory  of  the  Lord  and  the  excellency 
of  our  God.”  Here  the  wilderness  and  solitary  place  are 
said  to  be  glad,  and  the  desert  to  rejoice  with  joy  and 
singing,  because  they  see  the  glory  of  Jehovah  and  the 
excellency  of  God.  But  it  is  evident  that  this  is  not  liter¬ 
ally  true.  In  the  language  of  correspondence,  according 
to  which  the  Scripture  is  written,  the  above  words  contain 
a  beautiful  description  of  the  changed  spiritual  condition 
of  man,  when  he  warmly  receives  into  his  heart  and  life, 
those  feelings,  those  affections,  those  influences  which 
come  from  God.  The  over  barren  mind,  symbolized  by 
the  wilderness,  the  solitary  place,  and  the  desert,  then  be¬ 
gin  to  bear  fruits,  the  heavenly  fruits  of  wisdom.  It  is  thus 
that  our  spiritual  desert  rejoices  and  blossoms  as  the  rose. 

Again,  sometimes  the  Scriptures  speak  of  gardens, 
groves  and  paradises  being  watered  by  gentle  rains  or 
dews,  or  by  a  river  winding  its  way  through  them.  The 
garden  of  Eden  is  said  to  have  had  a  river  flow  through 
it,  parting  into  four  heads,  that  it  might  water  the  whole. 
This,  and  all  similar  descriptions,  are  written  to  show,  in 
emblems,  that  a  high  moral  and  spiritual  state  of  man  is 
represented  —  a  state  in  which  his  mind  produces  the 
fruits  of  love  and  charity  and  wisdom  —  a  state  in  which 
his  mind  blooms  with  many  virtues  and  much  moral  ex- 
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cellence.  On  the  other  hand,  when  we  read  in  Scripture 
of  sandy  deserts,  dry  places,  wildernesses,  the  growing  of 
thorns,  thistles,  briers,  and  such  like  things —  as  for  instance 
of  the  garden  of  Eden  we  read,  when  Adam  and  Eve  had 
eaten  the  forbidden  fruit,  that  it  was  to  bring  forth  only 
thorns  and  thistles,  —  all  such  passages  are  descriptions  of 
an  unregenerate  state  of  the  human  mind,  in  which  the 
heart  being  evil,  produces  nothing  in  the  outward  life  but 
injurious  thoughts,  unkind  feelings,  and  wicked  actions, 
which  are  symbolized  by  the  desert,  wilderness,  thorns  and 
thistles,  &c. 

If  we  had  time  we  should  be  glad  to  quote  numerous 
other  passages  from  the  Sacred  Scripture,  but  the  examples 
which  we  have  already  given  are  sufficient  to  illustrate 
how  the  natural  images  and  natural  language  of  the  Word 
of  God,  are  used  to  correspond  to  and  symbolize  spiritual 
ideas.  We  may  thus  see  that  while  the  Scriptures,  in 
their  literal  sense,  are  treating  of  the  natural  world  and 
natural  things  and  the  body  of  man,  in  their  internal  or 
spiritual  sense,  they  are  treating  of  the  corresponding 
spiritual  world,  of  corresponding  spiritual  things,  and  of 
the  souls  of  men  to  which  their  natural  bodies  correspond. 
It  thus  becomes  indeed  a  spiritual  Book. 

But  in  addition  to  those  confirmatory  passages,  quoted 
above,  the  Scriptures  themselves,  in  many  passages,  give 
incontrovertible  evidence  that  they  do  actually  have  a  spirit¬ 
ual  meaning.  Thus  it  is  said  in  Deuteronomy,  “  The  Lord 
thy  God  shall  circumcise  thy  heart  and  the  heart  of  thy 
seed,  to  love  the  Lord  thy  God  in  all  thy  heart  and  in  all 
thy  soul.”  Here  circumcision  is  certainly  not  used  in  its 
literal,  but  in  a  spiritual  sense,  for  it  is  applied  to  the  heart 
or  mind  of  man,  which  is  spiritual.  It  refers  to  a  purifica¬ 
tion  of  the  heart  or  mind  from  all  unclean  or  impure  loves, 
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so  that  the  Lord  may  be  loved  with  all  the  heart  and  all 
the  soul.  So  in  Jeremiah,  “  Break  up  your  fallow  ground 
and  sow  not  among  thorns,  circumcise  yourselves  to 
Jehovah  and  remove  the  foreskin  of  your  heart.”  This 
is  evidently  a  spiritual  circumcision,  or  a  removal  of  all 
such  things  from  our  minds  as  would  obstruct  heavenly 
love.  These  passages  most  evidently  show  that  the  puri¬ 
fication  of  the  heart  is  the  internal  and  spiritual  thing 
represented  and  signified  by  external  circumcision,  or  by 
the  term  circumcision,  when  it  is  used  in  the  Sacred 
Scriptures.  We  cannot  possibly  understand  the  above 
passages  of  Scripture  in  any  other  than  in  this  spiritual 
way.  Again,  in  the  Psalms  it  is  said,  “  Thou  hast  loved 
righteousness  and  hated  iniquity,  therefore  God  hath 
anointed  thee  with  the  oil  of  gladness.”  Here  anoint¬ 
ing  with  the  oil  of  gladness,  can  surely  be  only  a  spirit¬ 
ual  anointing  —  for  there  is  no  such  natural  oil  as  the  oil 
of  gladness.  But  the  term  represents  and  signifies  the 
Lord’s  love,  which  is  the  spring  of  all  gladness  in  man. 
And  every  man  receives  this  love,  or  is  spiritually  anointed 
with  it,  just  in  proportion  as  he  “  loves  righteousness  and 
hates  iniquity.” 

That  the  apostles,  in  the  early  days  of  Christianity,  under¬ 
stood  the  Scriptures  spiritually,  may  be  evident  from  the 
following  passage,  taken  from  the  “Acts”  of  the  Apostles. 
The  occasion  was  the  day  of  Pentecost,  when  Peter  was 
preaching  at  Jerusalem,  and  there  was  a  great  outpouring 
of  the  Holy  Spirit.  On  that  occasion  “  Peter  standing  up 
with  the  eleven,  lifted  up  his  voice  and  said  unto  them,  Ye 
men  of  Judea,  and  all  ye  that  dwell  at  Jerusalem,  be  this 
known  unto  you  and  hearken  to  my  words  :  this  is  that 
which  was  spoken  by  the  prophet  Joel,  and  it  shall  come 
to  pass  in  the  last  days,  saith  God,  I  will  pour  out  of  my 
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spirit  upon  all  flesh,  and  your  sons  and  your  daughters 
shall  prophesy,  and  your  young  men  shall  see  visions,  and 
your  old  men  shall  dream  dreams.  And  on  my  servants  and 
on  my  handmaidens  I  will  pour  out  of  my  spirit  in  those 
days,  and  they  shall  prophesy.  And  I  will  show  wonders 
in  heaven  above,  and  signs  in  the  earth  beneath,  blood  and 
fire  and  vapor  of  smoke.  The  sun  shall  be  turned  into 
darkness,  and  the  moon  into  blood,  before  that  great  and 
notable  day  of  the  Lord  come.” 

Nearly  two  thousand  years  ago,  Peter  declared  that  the 
above  words,  taken  from  the  prophet  Joel,  were  fulfilled. 
But  it  is  absolutely  certain  that  that  prophecy  was  not 
fulfilled  in  its  merely  literal  sense.  For  it  is  there  said  that 
“  the  sun  should  he  turned  into  darkness,  and  the  moon 
into  blood.”  And  we  know  that  those  signs  never  took 
place  literally.  And  yet  Peter  says,  “  this  is  that  which 
is  spoken  by  the  prophet  Joel  ”  —  that  is,  this  is  the  occa¬ 
sion  to  which  the  words  of  Joel’s  prophecy  refer  —  which 
in  their  merely  literal  sense  appear  to  refer  to  the  end  of 
this  world.  The  question  then  comes,  how  was  the 
prophecy  of  Joel  fulfilled  ?  We  know  that  it  could  not 
have  been  fulfilled  except  according  to  a  figurative  or 
spiritual  meaning. 

Those  signs,  mentioned  in  Joel,  concerning  the  sun  and 
moon,  &c.,  which  Peter  declared  to  be  fulfilled  at  the  time 
of  the  First  Advent  of  the  Lord,  are  almost  exactly  similar 
to  those  which  are  mentioned  in  the  Gospels,  which  were 
to  be  fulfilled  at  the  Second  Advent  of  the  Lord.  And  as 
those  at  the  First  Advent  were  not  literally  fulfilled,  so  we 
see  no  reason  why  those  at  the  Second  Advent  should  be 
literally  fulfilled.  On  the  other  hand,  we  suppose  that 
they  are  not  to  be  literally,  but  spiritually  fulfilled.  And 
that  they  are  being  fully  verified  in  the  present  mental 
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state  of  the  world  may  be  perfectly  demonstrated  to  the 
mind  of  any  candid  and  rational  man. 

We  might  go  on  to  add  abundant  other  evidence,  from 
the  Sacred  Scripture,  to  prove  that  it  has  an  internal  or 
spiritual  sense,  and  that  it  must  have,  if  it  be  the  Word  of 
God ;  but  we  have  not  now  time  to  adduce  more.  What 
we  have  now  said  may  show  briefly  what  are  our  views 
concerning  the  manner  in  which  the  Sacred  Scriptures 
are  written  and  the  proper  method  of  the  interpretation  of 
them. 

If,  as  has  already  been  shown,  certain  portions  of  the 
Scripture  are  and  must  be  written  in  a  correspondential 
style  and  manner,  we  think  it  but  just  to  infer  that  all 
portions  are  written  in  the  same  peculiar  style  and  manner. 
For  God  would  not  have  caused  it  to  have  been  written, 
one  verse  in  one  style  and  manner,  and  another  in  a 
totally  different  style  and  manner.  It  must  be  the  most 
rational  to  suppose  that  He  followed  some  uniform  style 
throughout.  But  more  than  this  inference,  we  find  it 
perfectly  demonstrable  that  the  Scriptures  are  written  in 
this  peculiar  style  throughout,  from  the  first  verse  in 
Genesis  to  the  last  verse  in  the  Apocalypse. 

Thus  we  may  see,  under  the  light  of  the  Doctrines  of  the 
New  Jerusalem,  how  divine  and  infinitely  full  of  meaning 
is  the  Word  of  God.  It  is,  as  the  apostle  says,  “God- 
breathed,”  or  “  given  by  inspiration  of  God.”  It  is  God’s 
Book  given  to  man,  to  enlighten  his  mind  in  spiritual 
truths,  and  thus  to  instruct  him  in  the  way  to  heaven.  It  is 
the  Fountain  of  living  Waters,  issuing  forth  streams  which 
shall  make  glad  the  city  of  our  God,  and  he  who  drinks 
of  them  will  indeed  drink  of  the  water  of  the  River  of 
Life.  We  may  go  to  it,  and  always  find  an  abundance  of 
truths,  which  will  give  us  consolation  under  all  our  states 
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of  adversity,  which  will  instruct  us  to  do  our  heavenly 
Father’s  will,  which  will  by  obedience  on  our  part,  wash 
us  from  our  iniquities,  and  save  us  from  all  our  sins.  Its 
truths  are  indeed  the  blood  of  Christ,  for  by  means  of 
them  only  can  we  be  redeemed  and  saved. 

Since,  therefore,  the  Sacred  Scripture  is  a  Divine  Book, 
and  infinite  in  its  meaning,  it  is  as  much,  and  even  far 
more,  the  subject  of  the  close  and  prayerful  study  of  the 
angels  of  heaven,  than  of  the  religious  man  on  earth. 
They  study  to  understand  its  more  inward  meaning  and 
to  apply  it  to  their  life,  as  the  religious  man  on  earth 
studies  to  understand  its  more  outward  meaning  and  to 
apply  that  to  his  life. 

Since,  again,  the  Word  of  God  contains  a  spiritual  as 
well  as  a  natural  sense  ;  since  it  contains  truths  adapted  as 
well  to  angels  as  to  men,  and  thus  like  the  ladder  which 
the  patriarch  saw  in  vision,  reaches  from  earth  to  heaven, 
upon  which  angels  are  ascending  and  descending,  —  it 
indeed  becomes  a  grand  chain  which  connects  earth  with 
heaven,  and  both  with  the  Lord  Himself.  When  we 
read  it  with  simplicity  and  sincerity,  and  with  the  true 
feelings  of  devotion,  God’s  messengers  of  love  and  mercy 
are  present,  and  as  it  were  reading  it  with  us.  “  And,  ” 
in  the  beautiful  words  of  another,  “  as  they  read,  they 
are  breathing  their  gentle  thoughts  and  sweet  affections 
into  our  souls.  And  then,  too,  the  Lord  Himself  is  es¬ 
pecially  present  with  us,  and  though  He  reads  not,  for  He 
knows  all,  yet  He  teaches  us  to  read  with  new  life  and 
new  spirit,  and  illuminates  the  page  before  us  as  we  go.” 

We  are  also  taught,  in  the  doctrines  of  the  New 
Church,  that  the  spiritual  sense  of  the  Word  is  to  its  literal 
sense  as  the  soul  of  man  is  to  his  body.  This  spiritual 
part  is  indeed  the  very  life  and  soul  of  the  Word.  As  the 
4 


38 


DOCTRINES  OF  THE  NEW  JERUSALEM. 


soul  makes  man  immortal,  so  this  makes  the  Word  of  God 
Divine.  Consequently  when  the  spiritual  sense  of  the 
Scripture  is  perceived  and  understood,  it  gives  new  life  to 
all  parts  ol  the  Sacred  Book.  “  It  makes  clear  what  was 
before  obscure  —  it  enlightens  what  was  dark  and  doubt¬ 
ful —  it  reconciles  what  appeared  inconsistent,  and  makes 
all  plain,  true  and  beautiful.  With  this  new  light  we  go  to 
the  Word  of  God  joyfully,  and  by  its  rays  discover  and 
draw  forth  new  and  precious  truths  which  before  were 
hidden  from  us  —  and  we  carry  them  away  and  apply 
them  to  the  uses  of  life,  and  so  make  ourselves  wiser  and 
better  and  happier.” 

Such  is  the  doctrine  of  the  New  Church  concerning 
the  Sacred  Scripture.  The  revelations  which  have  been 
made  to  us  concerning  this  Sacred  Book,  and  the  truths 
which  have  been  opened  to  us  from  its  treasures,  are  in¬ 
deed  enough  to  re-create  and  regenerate  mankind.  These 
truths  we  believe  to  be  eternal  truths,  because  they  are 
God’s  truths  —  and  we  believe  that  the  world  will  yet  re¬ 
ceive  them  and  be  blessed  by  them.  We  believe  them  to 
be  the  light  which  is  to  enlighten  the  Gentiles,  and  the 
glory  of  God’s  people  Israel.  It  is  true  that  they  are  as 
yet  but  little  known  in  t he  world,  as  such  ;  but  the  New 
Jerusalem  has  commenced  its  descent  to  earth  —  the  Lion 
of  the  tribe  of  Judah  has  prevailed  to  open  the  Book  and 
to  loose  the  seals  thereof ;  and  so  we  rest  assured  that  the 
world  will  yet  receive,  and  believe  in,  and  love,  and  do, 
the  truths  of  the  Opened  Book  of  God. 

The  Third  great  Doctrine  of  the  New  Church  is  its  Doc¬ 
trine  of  Regeneration  and  Salvation.  We  are  taught,  in 
the  New  Church,  that  man  is  regenerated  and  saved  only 
by  living  according  to  the  commandments  of  God.  The 
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Lord  is  the  only  Source  of  eternal  life,  and  the  condition 
upon  which  He  gives  His  life  to  angels  and  men,  is  the 
obedience  of  His  precepts.  These  precepts  are  to  be 
obeyed  by  man  as  of  himself,  but  with  the  acknowledg¬ 
ment  that  the  will  and  power  to  do  them  are  of  the  Lord 
alone  ;  and  thus  men  are  regenerated  and  saved  by  the 
Lord  by  means  of  a  life  according  to  His  commandments. 

The  views  which  have  generally  prevailed  and  do  now 
prevail  in  the  Christian  world  concerning  regeneration 
or  the  new  birth  of  the  soul,  are  very  vague  and  unsatis¬ 
factory.  It  is  generally  supposed,  by  a  great  portion  of 
Christians  at  least,  that  regeneration,  or  the  new  birth,  is  an 
operation  effected  in  the  soul  in  a  moment  of  time,  by  the 
irresistible  influences  of  divine  grace,  as  it  is  called,  or  by  a 
sudden  infusion  into  the  heart  of  justifying  faith.  That 
is,  a  man  may  make  his  election  and  salvation  sure,  if  he 
will  have  a  strong  faith  enough  that  he  may  be  saved  and 
will  be  saved  by  believing  in  the  sufficiency  of  the  atoning 
merits  of  Christ.  Such  a  view  as  this  is  as  incomprehen¬ 
sible  as  it  is  vague  and  unsatisfactory  to  all  real  inquirers 
for  the  way  of  salvation.  This  view  is  consistent  only 
with  the  doctrine  that  teaches  that  man  may  be  saved  by 
faith  alone  —  a  doctrine  which  is  founded  upon  a  few 
isolated  passages  misunderstood  or  misinterpreted,  taken 
from  the  writings  of  the  apostles  and  from  the  Gospels  in 
which  faith  or  belief  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  strongly 
insisted  upon.  Now  it  is  very  true  that  faith  or  belief, 
that  is,  an  acknowledgment  of  the  Lord  and  His  power  to 
save,  is  indeed  a  thing  of  the  greatest  importance  —  so  im¬ 
portant  that  we  never  can  be  saved  from  a  single  sin  until 
we  have  this  living  faith  and  acknowledgment  of  Him. 
But  then  what  is  the  end  of  this  faith  ?  Why  did  the  Lord 
so  strongly  insist  upon  the  necessity  of  our  having  faith  or 
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belief  in  Him  and  in  the  Divine  truths  which  He  taught  ? 
Clearly  in  order  that  we  might  thus  be  enabled  to  obey  Him 
in  our  hearts  and  in  our  lives  —  that  we  might  live  in  the 
practice  of  His  truths,  and  thus  be  happy  —  happy  here 
and  happy  hereafter.  And  true  faith  is  an  acknowledg¬ 
ment  of  Him,  with  a  confidence  that  he  will  save  us,  will 
deliver  us,  not  merely  from  the  punishment  consequent 
upon  our  sins,  but  from  our  sins  themselves,  provided  we 
on  our  part  resist  our  evil  propensities  and  inclinations  in 
feeling,  thought,  and  act,  acknowledging  that  our  power  to 
do  this  is  from  Him,  and  that  the  removal  of  our  evils  and 
the  implantation  of  heavenly  feelings  or  affections  and 
thoughts  in  their  place,  belongs  to  Him  alone.  Such  a 
faith  as  this  will  lead  us  to  live  according  to  the  truths  of 
our  faith.  It  will  lead  us  to  shun  the  evils  which  are  op¬ 
posed  to  those  truths,  and  to  do  the  duties  which  those 
truths  prescribe.  It  is  not  faith  alone,  but  faith  united  to 
love  and  charity  in  the  life.  It  is  faith  united  to  love,  be¬ 
cause  we  must  first  love  the  Lord  before  we  can  have  faith 
or  confidence  in  Him  enough  to  obey  His  truths  as  the 
truths  of  eternal  life. 

In  regard  to  the  opinion  that  men  are  made  regenerate 
or  spiritually  born  anew  in  a  moment,  while  engaged  in 
some  serious  occupation,  this  is  contrary  both  to  reason 
and  to  the  Sacred  Scripture.  It  is  doubtless  true  that 
there  are  periods  in  the  life  of  many,  when  their  minds 
are  elevated  into  states  in  which  they  are  interested  almost 
wholly  in  heavenly  tilings.  They  feel  and  think  almost 
wholly  in  relation  to  God  and  to  heaven,  and  to  the  things 
of  another  life.  Their  affections  then  rest  not  upon  earth, 
but  upon  heaven.  But  then  such  elevated  states  as  these 
may  be  experienced  by  man  many  times  in  his  life  —  for 
there  are  many  and  great  changes  of  state  to  be  under- 
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gone  in  our  journey  from  Egypt  to  the  land  of  Canaan, 
but  in  no  one  of  these  changes  do  we  become  fully  regen¬ 
erated.  Some  of  these  changes  of  state  may  indeed  make 
very  strong  and  lasting  impressions  upon  us,  but  we  should 
be  careful  not  to  lay  too  much  stress  upon  them,  lest  we 
finally  be  deluded  with  the  idea  that  we  have  already 
reached  a  heavenly  state,  when  in  reality  we  have  made 
no  progress  towards  it.  It  is  true  that  if  man  is  regener¬ 
ated,  there  must  be  a  time  when  heavenly  loves  and  hea¬ 
venly  principles  gain  the  ascendency  in  his  mind,  and  the 
change  which  then  takes  place  must  indeed  be  very  great ; 
but  before  this  takes  place  there  will  be  many  mani¬ 
fested  efforts  towards  it,  and  afterwards  there  will  be  so 
much  of  the  natural  man  to  overcome,  that  we  never  can 
point  to  any  precise  time  in  which  this  great  change  took 
place.  We  may  perhaps  feel  satisfied,  and  others  around 
us  may  feel  satisfied,  that  our  hearts  have  been  changed, 
that  we  now  spiritually  live,  but  we  know  not  when  we 
began  to  live.  The  Lord  says,  “  The  wind  bloweth  where 
it  listeth,  and  thou  hearest  the  sound  thereof,  but  canst 
not  tell  whence  it  cometh  and  whither  it  goeth  ;  so  is 
every  one  that  is  born  of  the  spirit .”  That  is,  the  process 
of  regeneration,  or  the  new  spiritual  birth,  is  a  mysterious 
and  hidden  work,  and  it  can  be  perceived  only  by  its  out¬ 
ward  manifestations  in  the  life  of  the  man. 

That  man  needs  to  be  regenerated,  or  born  again,  “  not 
of  blood,  nor  of  the  will  of  the  flesh,  nor  of  the  will  of 
man,  but  of  God,:’  in  order  that  he  may  ever  enter  into 
the  kingdom  of  heaven,  is  a  doctrine  most  clearly  and  most 
forcibly  taught  in  the  writings  of  the  New  Church.  Hence 
we  are  taught  that  man,  at  the  present  day,  is  born  into 
propensities  or  inclinations  to  all  kinds  of  evils.  There  is 
inherent  in  his  very  nature  the  love  of  self  and  the  love 
4* 
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of  the  world  above  every  other  love.  Indeed  the  mani¬ 
festations  of  society  every  day  are  enough  to  convince  the 
most  skeptical  beholder  that  this,  the  natural  mind,  is  at 
enmity  with  God,  and  with  all  good  loves  and  principles 
and  truths.  The  multitudes  of  examples  of  wrong  and 
violence,  of  murder,  adultery,  theft  and  false  witness,  of 
fraud  and  treachery  of  every  kind,  are  certainly  sufficient 
to  prove  an  evil  bias  in  the  natural  constitution  of  man. 
And  if  we  were  willing  to  examine  our  own  hearts  in  the 
light  of  truth,  we  should  find  that  we  had  no  need  to  look 
without  ourselves  to  be  convinced  of  the  fact.  We  should 
find  that  a  regard  for  our  own  selfish  and  worldly  interests 
is  continually  influencing  us,  and  leading  us  to  regard  but 
little  the  happiness,  the  interests,  and  the  feelings  of  others. 
W1  lat  religious  man  has  not  found  such  to  be  the  state  and 
condition  of  his  own  natural  heart  ? 

There  is  no  doctrine  more  clearly  revealed  in  the  Sacred 
Scriptures,  than  the  doctrine  of  the  natural  depravity  of 
man,  and  the  necessity  of  regeneration.  In  the  Psalms  it 
is  said,  “  Behold  I  was  shapen  in  iniquity,  and  in  sin  did 
my  mother  conceive  me.”  And  by  the  prophet  Jeremiah 
the  Lord  says,  “  The  heart  is  deceitful  above  all  things, 
and  desperately  wicked  :  who  can  know  it  ?  ”  These 
passages  show  the  naturally  corrupt  state  of  all  mankind. 
That  man  must  be  renewed  in  the  spirit  and  disposition 
and  inclination  of  his  mind,  is  most  explicitly  taught  in 
the  Word  of  God.  Thus  the  psalmist  prays,  “  Create  in 
me  a  clean  heart,  O  God,  and  renew  a  right  spirit  within 
me.”  And  by  the  prophet  Ezekiel  the  Lord  says,  “  I  will 
take  the  stony  heart  out  of  their  flesh,  and  will  give  them  a 
heart  of  flesh.”  Jesus  said  to  Nicodemus,  “Verily,  verily, 
I  say  unto  thee,  except  a  man  be  born  again,  he  cannot 
see  the  kingdom  of  God.  Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  thee, 
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except  a  man  be  born  of  ivciter  and  of  the  spirit  he  can¬ 
not  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God.  That  which  is  born 
of  the  flesh  is  flesh,  and  that  which  is  born  of  the  spirit 
is  spirit .”  These  passages  show  us  the  absolute  necessity 
of  regeneration  in  order  to  our  entrance  into  the  kingdom 
of  heaven. 

We  are  however  taught,  in  the  doctrines  of  the  New 
Church,  as  well  as  in  the  Sacred  Scriptures,  that  regener¬ 
ation  is  not  a  sudden  and  instantaneous  work,  but  a  slow 
and  gradual  work.  It  is  not  accomplished  in  any  one  mo¬ 
ment,  or  day,  or  month,  or  year  ;  but  if  man  is  really  ad¬ 
vancing  in  the  path  to  heaven,  it  is  taking  place  in  him 
every  moment  of  his  life  on  earth.  The  gradual  nature 
of  the  work  is  shown  by  the  Lord  when  He  says,  “  The 
kingdom  of  heaven,”  that  is  the  insemination  of  that 
kingdom,  or  the  principles  of  it  by  regeneration,  “  is  like 
unto  a  grain  of  mustard-seed  which  a  man  took  and  sowed 
in  his  field,  which  indeed  is  the  least  of  all  seeds  ;  but 
when  it  is  grown,  it  is  the  greatest  among  herbs,  and  be- 
cometh  a  tree,  so  that  the  birds  of  the  air  come  and  lodge 
in  the  branches  of  it.”  Its  gradual  progress  is  beautifully 
pictured  out  in  the  world  of  nature  before  us,  in  the  seed, 
the  germ,  and  tree,  in  the  bud,  the  blossom,  and  the  fruit. 
Now  these  outward  processes  of  growth  in  nature  are  not 
momentary  and  sudden,  they  are  all  slow  and  gradual.  So 
is  the  kingdom  of  heaven  formed  in  our  minds.  So  do 
we  grow  into  the  knowledge  and  life  of  the  principles  of 
goodness  and  truth.  It  is  also  generally  known  and  ac¬ 
knowledged  that  the  deliverance  of  the  children  of  Israel 
from  Egypt,  and  their  passage  to  the  land  of  Canaan,  are 
a  type  of  the  deliverance  of  man  from  his  natural,  unre¬ 
generate  state,  and  of  his  elevation  to  a  spiritual  state, 
that  is,  of  his  regeneration ;  and  this  journey  of  the 


44 


DOCTRINES  OF  THE  NEW  JERUSALEM. 


children  of  Israel  is  described  as  long  and  tedious,  attended 
with  many  unforeseen  difficulties,  to  represent  the  many 
unforeseen  spiritual  difficulties  which  we  all  have  to  en¬ 
counter  in  our  way  to  heaven. 

We  believe,  in  the  New  Church,  that  repentance  is  the 
commencement  of  the  work  of  regeneration,  and  no  one 
can  ever  begin  to  be  regenerated  until  he  first  sincerely 
performs  the  duty  of  repentance.  This  duty  of  repent¬ 
ance  consists  in  self-examination,  in  knowing  and  ac¬ 
knowledging  our  sins,  in  feeling  guilty  and  confessing 
them  before  the  Lord,  and  in  imploring  help  of  Him  to  re¬ 
sist  them.  It  thus  leads  us  to  cease  from  them,  in  feel¬ 
ing,  in  thought,  and  in  act,  because  they  are  opposed  to  all 
the  laws  and  principles  which  God  has  taught  us  —  be¬ 
cause  they  are  opposed  to  Him  —  because  they  are  sins 
against  Him.  And  it  thus  also  leads  us  to  live  a  ne;v 
life  according  to  the  truths  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures. 
And  when  we  do  thus  faithfully  perform  the  work  of  re¬ 
pentance,  “and  cease  to  do  evil  and  learn  to  do  well,” 
exploring  at  the  same  time  the  secret  and  hidden  motives 
and  intentions  of  our  actions,  then  will  the  Lord  by  de¬ 
grees  impart  to  us  the  principles  of  His  Love,  and  inspire 
us  with  motives  of  action  diametrically  opposite  to  our 
natural  propensities  and  inclinations,  and,  operating  in 
and  by  heavenly  affections,  will  gradually  deliver  our  souls 
from  evil  and  finally  effect  their  purification  from  sin  and 
iniquity.  But  as  our  propensities  and  inclinations  to  evil 
are  strong,  as  our  sins  are  many,  our  purification  from 
them  can  only  be  effected  by  a  very  slow  and  gradual 
process.  W e  are  not  generally  enabled  to  see  many  of 
them  at  once,  so  as  to  confess  them  and  really  to  try  to 
shun  them  as  sins  against  God.  And  it  is  necessary  for 
us  to  see  them  and  see  the  nature  of  them,  before  we 


DOCTRINES  OP  THE  NEW  JERUSALEM. 


45 


shall  ever  see  the  necessity  of  putting  them  away.  And 
hence  there  are  many  and  various  ways,  under  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  Divine  Providence,  by  which  our  secret  evils  are 
brought  forth  and  manifested  to  ourselves,  and  perhaps  to 
others,  in  so  clear  a  light  that  we  cannot  fail  to  see  of 
what  nature  they  are  and  that  we  ought  to  shun  them  as 
sins  against  God.  But  they  are  never  manifested  at  any 
one  time,  only  in  some  degree  as  we  are  enabled  to  over¬ 
come  them  by  prayer  and  confidence  in  the  help  of  the 
Lord.  And  by  overcoming  a  small  evil,  by  endeavoring 
to  cast  it  out  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  we  acquire  pow'er, 
with  His  help,  to  overcome  and  remove  our  larger  evils. 
And  so  by  persevering  in  this  way  —  by  praying  to  the 
Lord  daily,  and  struggling  against  the  evil  feelings,  the 
wicked  thoughts  and  wrong  actions,  which  we  at  any 
time  see  that  we  are  guilty  of —  by  Divine  assistance  our 
regeneration  and  salvation  is  finally  effected.  And  thus 
the  process  of  regeneration  is  regarded,  in  the  New 
Church,  as  the  work  not  of  a  moment,  or  of  a  day,  or 
month,  or  year,  but  of  a  whole  life.  And  after  this  life, 
those  in  whom  the  work  of  regeneration  has  commenced 
on  earth,  will  continually  go  on  advancing  to  higher  and 
higher  states  of  love  and  wisdom  and  happiness  through¬ 
out  eternity. 

With  regard  to  the  nature  and  character  of  the  regen¬ 
erate  life,  we  are  taught,  in  the  doctrines  of  the  New 
Church,  that  love  to  God  and  love  to  all  mankind  are  the 
sum  of  the  Christian  life.  The  Lord  says  that  all  the  law 
and  the  prophets  hang  upon  these  two  commandments, 

“  Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  with  all  thy  heart  and  all  thy 
soul  and  all  thy  strength,  and  thy  neighbor  as  thyself.” 
But  the  only  way  in  which  these  loves  can  be  preserved 
and  cherished  is  by  bringing  them  forth  into  our  words 
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and  actions  —  into  good  works  to  our  neighbor  as  often  as 
opportunities  are  offered.  If  we  neglect  to  do  this,  all 
good  loves  in  our  minds  will  soon  become  dissipated  and 
lost.  For  they  would  be  like  souls  without  bodies. 
Good  works  are  the  bodies  —  the  external  form,  which  all 
our  genuine  love  of  our  fellow-men  puts  on,  and  in  them 
all  our  true  neighborly  loves  live  and  operate,  just  as  the 
soul  lives  and  operates  in  our  natural  bodies.  This  is  the 
reason  why  it  is  said,  in  the  Sacred  Scriptures,  that  at  the 
final  judgment,  every  one  shall  be  judged  and  rewarded 
according  as  his  works  shall  be  ;  because  man’s  works 
are  the  expression  and  continent  and  only  adequate  meas¬ 
ure  and  representative  of  his  whole  internal  life.  They 
embody  all  his  affections,  all  his  loves,  and  thus  all  his 
life. 

We  do  not  mean  to  say  that  man  is  saved  by  works 
alone.  For  the  doctrines  of  the  New  Church  teach  us 
that  man  is  not  saved  by  faith  alone,  nor  by  charity  alone, 
nor  by  works  alone,  but  these  must  all  be  united  together 
in  the  life.  But  what  we  mean  to  say  is,  that  man’s  works, 
when  they  are  genuine  good  works,  have  charity  or  kind¬ 
ness  in  them,  and  they  have  faith  or  confidence  or  belief 
in  the  truths  according  to  which  they  are  done,  in  them, 
and  then  they  are  saving  works.  They  are  saving  works 
because  the  Lord  is  in  them,  and  they  are  done  from  Him 
and  not  from  ourselves.  His  life  flows  into  us  and  ani¬ 
mates  us  to  do  them.  We  act  only  as  his  stewards,  using 
carefully  the  goods  which  he  has  committed  to  us. 

It  may  thus  be  seen  what  is  the  nature  of  that  religion 
which  the  man  of  the  New  Church  is  taught  that  he  must 
have  in  order  that  he  may  be  saved.  It  is  a  religion 
which  requires  him  to  shun  all  evils  as  sins  against  God, 
and  to  live  a  life  of  love  and  uses  to  his  neighbor.  It  is 
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one  that  must  remain  with  him,  not  merely  while  he  is 
assuming  its  outward  forms  and  airs,  but  one  that  must 
have  its  home  in  his  heart  —  which  must  go  with  him 
wherever  he  goes,  and  act  in  him  wherever  he  acts,  and 
which  shall  especially  shed  its  kindly  influences  over  and 
about  him  in  his  unwatched  hours  of  every-day  life.  He 
must  feel  its  angel-influences  over  him  at  all  times  and 
under  all  circumstances,  when  he  buys  and  when  he  sells, 
when  he  works,  and  when  he  plays,  when  he  talks,  when 
he  laughs,  and  when  he  sings,  and  when  he  prays.  It 
must  be  one  which  gives  him  true  neighborly  love  for  every 
body  —  which  will  be  all  the  time  leading  him  forth  on 
some  heavenly  errands  to  bless  mankind,  to  make  them 
better,  and  to  make  them  happier.  This  is  the  only  reli¬ 
gion  which  he  wants,  because  it  is  the  only  religion  which 
God  breathes  into  the  soul  of  man. 

The  doctrines  of  the  New  Church  do  not  teach  us  that  re¬ 
ligion  is  something  that  we  shall  only  need  to  avail  ourselves 
of  at  our  entrance  into  the  spiritual  world,  but  that  we 
need  to  be  governed  by  its  vital,  living  God-like  princi¬ 
ples  here  in  the  present  life.  We  need  it  to  make  us 
happy  now,  here  in  this  world,  as  well  as  in  the  world  to 
come.  The  laws  of  heaven  are  revealed  to  us,  and  we 
are  required  to  do  the  will  of  the  Lord  on  the  earth,  as  it 
is  done  in  the  heavens.  Every  doctrine  and  principle 
and  truth,  which  God  has  revealed  to  men,  is  to  be 
brought  down  into  external  works  of  neighborly  love,  or 
charity —  into  the  daily  duties  of  our  life  in  this  world  — 
into  all  the  intercourse  of  man  with  man,  and  there  reli¬ 
gion  is  to  find  its  home. 

It  is  according  to  the  doctrines  of  the  New  Church, 
that  man,  while  he  lives  in  this  world,  is  in  a  probationary 
state,  and  that  he  lives  in  entire  freedom  in  regard  to 
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spiritual  things  as  well  as  in  regard  to  natural  things.  The 
Lord  never  acts  arbitrarily  in  relation  to  man,  either  in 
this  world,  or  in  the  world  to  come.  He  exerts  no  arbi¬ 
trary  power  over  him  —  He  leads  him  only  in  freedom. 
Every  one  who  goes  either  to  heaven  or  hell,  goes  there 
only  by  a  voluntary  use  or  abuse  of  the  faculties  which  God 
has  given  him.  For  God  has  created  man  a  rational  being, 
from  which  he  has  the  capacity  of  knowing  the  right  and 
the  wrong,  and  a  free  moral  agent,  from  which  he  has  the 
capacity  of  doing  the  right  or  the  wrong.  God  never 
requires  or  compels  any  one  to  go  to  hell,  or  even  to  re¬ 
main  there  after  he  has  gone.  He  no  more  requires  or 
compels  him  to  go  and  remain  in  hell,  than  He  requires 
or  compels  him  to  be  a  selfish  and  wicked  man,  while  he 
lives  here  on  earth.  In  both  cases,  in  time  and  through 
eternity,  He  gives  man  his  liberty,  the  great  essential  of 
humanity.  He  leaves  him  in  freedom,  but  consistently 
with  man’s  freedom,  the  Divine  Providence  does  all  that 
He  can  do  to  save  man  from  hell,  and  to  lift  him  up  out 
of  it.  Still,  if  man’s  loves  are  good,  he  will  hereafter 
associate  himself  and  remain  associated  with  those  who 
are  in  loves  like  his,  consequently  in  heaven  ;  and  if  his 
loves  are  selfish  and  evil,  he  will  associate  himself  with 
those  who  are  in  similar  loves,  consequently  with  those 
who  are  in  hell. 

With  regard  to  heaven  and  hell,  we  learn,  in  the  New 
Church,  that  they  are  not  places  distant  from  us,  but 
principles  and  states  of  life,  near  to  us  in  proportion  as 
we  are  near  to  the  principles  and  states  of  life  which 
constitute  them.  While  we  are  living  in  this  world,  they 
are  therefore  constantly  acting  upon  us  and  affecting  us ; 
and  we  approach  the  one  or  the  other,  just  in  proportion 
as  we  adopt  and  live  the  principles  of  the  one  or  the 
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other.  If  we  live  the  principles  and  life  of  selfishness, 
we  shall  be  miserable  and  unhappy,  whether  we  are  in 
this  world,  or  in  the  other,  and  this  constitutes  our  hell  ; 
and  if  we  live  according  to  good  principles,  and  love  our 
neighbors  as  ourselves,  we  shall  be  happy  here,  and  here¬ 
after,  wherever  we  may  be ;  and  this  will  make  a  heaven 
within,  and  without,  and  around  us.  And  we  never  can 
be  happy  except  in  living  such  a  life  as  this. 

We  believe,  in  the  New  Church,  that  the  inhabitants  of 
pagan  or  heathen  countries,  as  well  as  the  inhabitants  of 
Christian  countries,  may  be  saved,  and  are  saved,  if  they 
live  a  life  of  charity,  or  in  love  one  to  another,  and  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  truths  which  they  know.  We  believe  the 
words  of  the  apostle  where  he  says,  “  God  is  no  respecter 
of  persons  —  but  in  every  nation  he  that  feareth  Him  and 
worketh  righteousness  is  accepted  of  Him.”  The  man 
who  lives  uprightly,  who  acknowledges  a  Divine,  and 
endeavors  to  perform  faithfully  the  duties  of  his  life,  and 
shuns  the  evils  which  he  knows  as  sins,  is  equally  accepta¬ 
ble  in  the  sight  of  God,  whether  he  be  Jew  or  Mahome- 
dan,  Pagan  or  Christian.  No  one  is  to  be  blamed  for  the 
place  of  his  birth  —  and  every  one  is  accountable  for  just 
what  he  has  given  to  him.  And  all  that  is  required  of 
him,  is,  to  live  the  truths  which  lie  knows,  be  they  many, 
or  be  they  few.  One  may  know  many  truths,  and  another 
may  know  few  truths,  but  each  one  is  saved,  not  so  much 
according  to  the  truths  which  he  knoivs,  as  according  to 
the  life  which  he  lives.  God  has  thus  placed  the  means 
of  salvation  within  the  reach  of  all ;  for  to  every  descend¬ 
ant  of  the  human  race,  He  has  given  truths  enough  to 
save  him,  if  he  will  only  live  faithfully  according  to  what 
has  been  given  to  him. 

We  also  learn,  in  the  doctrines  of  the  New  Church,  that 
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all  who  leave  this  world  in  infancy  and  childhood,  are 
received  immediately  into  heaven.  Natural  death  is  to 
them  a  birth  into  the  spiritual  world.  And  as  soon  as 
they  are  born  into  that  world,  they  are  received  by  the 
angels  with  love  far  greater  than  a  mother’s  love,  with  joy 
far  greater  than  at  their  natural  birth,  and  they  are  taken 
care  of  and  watched  over  with  the  most  tender  affections. 
There  are  those  in  heaven  whose  employment  it  is  to  take 
care  of  infants  and  little  children,  and  to  bring  them  up 
and  educate  them  in  the  wisdom  of  heavenly  life.  Those 
persons  have  a  genuine  love  for  the  infants  and  children 
which  are  given  into  their  care.  All  infants  and  little 
children  who  leave  this  world,  are  given  into  the  care  of 
some  of  these  angels.  They  all  have  their  spiritual 
mothers  given  to  them,  who  love  them  far  more  than  their 
natural  mothers  did,  and  with  a  far  purer  and  better  love. 
Their  spiritual  mothers  teach  them  to  live  in  the  mutual 
love  of  one  another,  and  never  permit  them  to  exercise 
any  other  feelings  than  those  of  kindness  to  one  another. 
They  instruct  them  also  in  the  truths  of  a  heavenly  life ; 
and  as  their  minds  increase  in  a  knowledge  of  these 
truths,  and  in  the  love  of  them,  and  in  the  love  of  obedi¬ 
ence,  so  their  outward  spiritual  bodies  grow.  Thus  they 
live  and  grow  up  on  “  angels’  food.”  When  they  have 
thus  been  educated,  and  have  grown  up  to  the  age  of 
manhood,  they  are  prepared  to  become  angels  themselves  ; 
and  they  then  go  and  live  in  some  heavenly  society,  and 
live  on  forever,  being  engaged  in  angelic  employments. 
Thus  does  the  Lord  “  suffer  little  children  to  come  unto 
Him,  and  forbids  them  not.” 

Having  now  presented,  for  your  consideration,  a  sum¬ 
mary  view  of  the  fundamental  and  leading  Doctrines  of 


DOCTRINES  OF  THE  NEW  JERUSALEM. 


51 


the  New  Jerusalem  Church,  in  as  plain  and  comprehensive 
a  manner  as  I  am  able,  it  only  remains  to  say  a  few 
words  in  relation  to  the  revelations  which  have  been 
made  to  this  Church  concerning  the  spiritual  world.  We 
believe  that  there  is  a  spiritual  as  well  as  a  natural  world, 
and  that  world  has  been  as  it  were  laid  open  to  our  view 
in  the  writings  of  Emanuel  Swedenborg,  the  great  herald 
of  the  New  Jerusalem  Church.  His  writings  have  drawn 
aside  the  vail  that  has  so  long  hung  over  our  eyes  and 
hidden  from  our  sight  the  future  world.  They  have 
shown  us  the  nature  of  that  world  —  they  have  exhibited 
to  us  its  true  character,  in  a  true  light,  capable  of  being 
seen  in  the  eye  of  reason,  as  well  as  the  eye  of  faith. 
And  they  have  revealed  to  us  the  laws  by  which  it  is 
governed,  the  very  laws  of  life  there.  They  have  swept 
away  those  mists  that  floated  about  it,  and  those  phantoms 
that  have  peopled  it,  and  have  made  it  to  us  a  world  of 
life  and  realities,  a  world  of  usefulness  and  activity.  We 
know  now,  that  men  live  and  act  hereafter  as  men,  and 
that  the  world  in  which  they  live  has  all  things  corres¬ 
ponding  to  a  life  of  reality  and  activity  that  this  world 
has.  There  is  there  a  succession  of  times  and  seasons, 
of  events  and  actions,  as  there  is  here.  And  its  inhabit¬ 
ants  are  all  engaged  in  some  kind  of  useful  employments. 
Those  employments,  among  angels  and  good  spirits,  are 
generally  very  similar  to  the  employments  of  good  men 
on  earth.  We  believe  that  in  heaven  all  the  inhabitants 
are  arranged  by  the  Lord  into  societies,  in  a  most  perfect 
and  orderly  manner,  and  each  one  has  his  distinct  office 
and  daily  duties  allotted  to  him,  and  these  he  faithfully 
performs,  and  thus  lives  in  mutual  love  and  charity  to 
every  one  around  him  —  and  from  hence  is  the  happiness 
of  the  heavenly  life.  No  one  has  any  disposition  to  act 
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against  the  laws  of  order,  the  laws  of  charity,  the  laws  of 
God’s  Word,  and  hence  there  is  perfect  harmony  through¬ 
out  the  life  of  heaven.  The  law  of  God,  “  Thou  slialt  love 
thy  neighbor  as  thyself,”  is  in  every  feeling,  thought  and 
act  of  the  angels’  life. 

Hence  it  may  be  seen,  that  under  the  light  of  the  doc¬ 
trines  of  the  New  Church,  we  do  not  believe  t hat  the 
happiness  of  the  angels  consists  in  surrounding  the  throne 
of  God  and  singing  psalms,  &c.,  according  to  a  very  pre¬ 
vailing  idea,  but  that  their  happiness  consists  solely  in  the 
faithful  performance  of  the  various  spiritual  uses  of  their 
life.  This  is  the  reason  that  they  have  employments  given 
to  them,  because  employments  are  means  by  which  they 
can  be  useful  to  one  another,  by  which  they  can  do  good 
to  one  another.  They  are  the  means  by  which  their 
heavenly  loves  can  be  brought  out  into  some  active,  living, 
useful  form.  Who  can  lie  happy  and  make  others  happy 
around  him,  without  being  engaged  in  some  useful  em¬ 
ployment  ?  And  this  is  as  necessary  for  angels  and  spirits 
in  the  other  life,  as  it  is  for  men  in  this  life.  It  is  as 
necessary  for  men’s  minds  as  it  is  for  their  bodies. 

We  learn,  also,  from  the  writings  of  the  New  Church, 
that  the  hells  are  composed  of  innumerable  societies  of 
evil  spirits,  whose  loves,  whose  feelings,  thoughts  and  acts 
are  precisely  opposite,  in  character,  to  the  loves,  the  feel¬ 
ings,  thoughts  and  acts  of  the  angels.  For  as  the  angels 
are  in  the  love  of  the  Lord  and  the  neighbor,  so  evil 
spirits  are  in  the  love  of  self  and  the  world.  Their 
minds  are  full  of  false  and  wicked  principles,  and  are 
inflamed  with  evil  lusts  and  passions.  These  lusts  and 
passions  are  called,  in  the  Sacred  Scriptures,  the  fire  of 
hell,  and  the  fire  that  is  not  quenched.  When  man  acts 
wickedly,  he  acts  from  the  lusts  and  passions  with  which 
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evil  spirits  are  inflamed.  We  believe,  also,  that  all  men 
are,  as  to  their  minds  or  spirits,  intimately  associated  with 
angels  and  good  spirits,  or  with  evil  spirits  and  devils, 
while  they  are  living  in  this  world.  The  character  of 
spirits  with  whom  they  are  associated  is  according  to  the 
character  of  their  own  minds  —  according  to  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  their  feelings,  thoughts  and  actions.  If  these  are 
good,  then  they  are  associated  with  good  spirits,  and  feel 
and  think  and  act  under  the  influence  of  good  spirits  and 
angels.  If  they  are  bad,  then  they  are  associated  with 
evil  spirits,  and  feel  and  think  and  act  under  the  influence 
of  wicked  spirits  and  devils. 

When  man  leaves  this  world  and  enters  the  spiritual 
world,  he  comes  into  open  and  manifest  association  with 
those  who  had  been  his  internal  and  spiritual  companions 
while  he  lived  on  earth.  lie  there  manifests  his  true 
character,  and  if  that  character  has  been  good,  he  finally 
becomes  an  angel  in  heaven  ;  and  if  that  character  has 
been  bad,  he  becomes  a  devil  in  hell. 

We  believe,  also,  that  all  who  are  now  living  either  in 
heaven  or  in  hell,  once  lived  as  men  on  earth,  and  that 
the  character  of  their  life  now,  is  just  what  they  then  chose 
to  have  it. 

We  believe,  also,  that  the  resurrection  of  man  takes 
place  immediately  after  the  death  of  the  natural  body, 
and  that  man  then  rises  into  the  spiritual  world  a  real, 
substantial,  living  man.  This  is  evident  from  the  Lord’s 
words  to  the  thief  who  was  crucified  with  Him,  to  whom 
He  said,  “  To-day  shalt  thou  be  with  Me  in  paradise.” 
He  also  declares  that  Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob  are  now 
living.  For  He  says  that  God  is  their  God,  and  yet  He 
is  not  the  God'  of  the  dead.  We  believe,  also,  that  man 
leaves  his  material  body  when  he  leaves  this  world,  and 
5* 
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that  he  will  never  again  resume  it  ;  for  the  world  into 
which  he  is  then  going  is  a  spiritual  world,  and  conse¬ 
quently  he  could  find  no  use  for  a  material  body  in  a  world 
where  all  things  are  spiritual.  Furthermore,  on  his  first 
entrance  into  that  world,  he  rises  into  a  spiritual  body,  by 
which  and  through  which  he  is  enabled  to  perform  all  the 
uses  which  he  then  has  to  perform.  This  is  the  body  to 
which  Paul  refers  when  he  says,  £C  there  is  a  spiritual 
body  ”  as  well  as  a  natural  body. 

In  closing  our  brief  notice  of  some  of  the  leading 
Doctrines  and  truths  which  have  been  revealed  to  the 
New  Jerusalem  Church,  let  us  notice  one  or  two  diffi¬ 
culties  which  may  perhaps  arise  in  the  minds  of  some, 
about  receiving  these  new  revelations  which  have  been 
made  to  the  world.  And  first,  a  difficulty  may  arise  in 
the  minds  of  some  in  receiving  these  new  revelations  as 
from  heaven,  on  account  of  the  improbability  that  any 
revelation  would  again  be  given  after  the  Christian  Dis¬ 
pensation. 

They  who  believe  in  the  Sacred  Scriptures,  who  are 
Christians  in  heart  and  in  life  know,  or  may  know  from  a 
little  reflection,  that  all  dispensations  or  revelations  of 
Divine  Truth  have  been  progressive.  Look  at  the  ex¬ 
ternal  character  of  the  revelations  which  were  made 
to  the  Jewish  Church,  and  compare  it  with  the  external 
character  of  the  revelations  which  were  made  by  the 
Lord  to  the  first  Christian  Church.  Hence,  then,  we 
may  very  justly  have  reason  to  suppose  that  every  dis- 
pensalion  or  revelation  of  Divine  Truth  will  be  succeeded 
by  another,  unless  we  have  direct  evidence  or  assertions 
from  the  Lord  to  the  contrary.  And  before  we  settle 
down  in  the  assurance  that  any  dispensation  or  revelation 
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is  the  last,  we  should  be  very  careful  to  examine  well  our 
evidence.  We  should  be  careful,  because  in  all  cases 
where  new  truths  are  revealed  to  the  ■world,  as  many 
truths  are  revealed  as  men  are  then  in  a  proper  state 
to  receive,  and  as  many  as  can  be  useful  for  them  to 
have  ;  and  hence  every  dispensation  may  appear,  to  those 
who  are  living  during  its  existence,  as  if  it  were  to  be  the 
last.  But  if  men  settle  down  from  such  evidence  as  this 
alone,  it  would  operate  as  a  very  serious  obstacle  to  their 
reception  of  any  more  truths  than  those  which  they 
already  know ;  and  every  true  Christian  would  certainly 
mourn,  to  think  that  he  was  never  to  advance  to  any 
higher  state  of  wisdom  than  that  to  which  he  had  already 
attained.  Is  it  not  that  our  minds  may  be  kept  constantly 
open  to  a  reception  of  more  and  new  truths,  that  the  ful¬ 
filment  of  the  promises  made  in  the  Scriptures  to  good 
men,  are  placed  so  far  forward,  even  into  the  eternal 
world  ?  How  far  forward  was  Abraham  bidden  to  look, 
for  the  fulfilment  of  the  promises  that  God  made  to  him  ? 
The  Jews  were  taught  to  expect  that  in  some  future 
day ,  Shiloh  would  come.  And  Christians  are  repeatedly 
and  most  emphatically  promised  in  the  Gospels  and  the 
Revelations  that  a  new  Dispensation,  a  Second  Coming  of 
the  Lord,  a  new  revelation  of  Ilimself,  that  is  of  His 
Divine  truths,  would  be  given  to  the  world.  In  the 
Revelation,  it  is  said,  “  Behold  He  cometh  with  clouds, 
and  every  eye  shall  see  Him.”  Here  we  are  assured 
that  the  Lord  would  reveal  Himself  again  to  the  world. 
And  in  the  last  part  of  the  Book  of  Revelations  He  says, 
“  Behold  I  come  quickly ,”  which  means  that  he  will 
come  certainly.  The  only  question,  then,  that  can  arise 
in  the  mind  of  the  believer  in  Christianity,  is,  what  is 
the  form  and  the  manner,  in  which  this  new  revelation 
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of  Himself  shall  be  made  to  the  world  ?  And  whether  it 
be  such  as  the  doctrines  of  the  New  Church  teach,  I  must 
leave  it  for  every  individual  to  judge  for  himself,  taking 
the  Word  of  God  and  the  light  of  reason  for  his  guide. 

Secondly.  It  may  be  asked,  and  it  has  been  asked  by 
some,  “  if  the  doctrines  of  the  New  Jerusalem  Church  are 
true,  why  were  they  not  revealed  before  ?  Why,”  say 
they,  “  lias  the  world  been  permitted  to  go  on  so  many 
ages  without  a  knowledge  of  doctrines  so  important  as  you 
regard  these  ?  ”  In  answer  to  such  questions  as  these,  we 
might  ask  again,  “  If  the  doctrines  which  were  revealed 
to  the  first  Christian  Church  were  true,  why  were  they  not 
revealed  before  ?  And  why  has  so  large  a  portion  of  the 
world  been  permitted  to  remain  without  a  knowledge  of 
them  ever  since  the  First  Coming  of  the  Lord  ?  But  the 
doctrines  of  the  New  Church  answer  all  these  questions. 
The  reason  is,  that  when  new  truths  are  revealed  to 
men,  they  bring  men  under  obligations  to  obey  those 
truths  ;  and  every  one  who  has  once  learned  a  truth,  and 
wilfully  rejects  or  disregards  it,  is  in  a  worse  condition, 
throughout  eternity,  than  if  he  had  never  known  that 
truth.  Our  knowledge,  then,  places  us  under  very  solemn 
obligations.  Hence  it  is  that  truth  is  never  imparted  to 
men  only  in  such  measures  as  they  are  in  a  state  to  re¬ 
ceive —  that  is,  no  truth  is  given  to  men  which  they 
are  not  able,  if  they  will,  to  be  profited  by.  The  Lord 
knows  in  what  measures  and  in  what  quality  it  is  best 
adapted  to  accomplish  the  purposes  for  which  all  truth  is 
given  ;  and  hence  He  gives  to  this  one  much,  and  to  that 
one  little  —  not  because  He  loves  this  one  better  and  that 
one  less,  for  God  is  no  respecter  of  persons  —  but  because 
He  sees  that  it  would  be  good,  eternally  good  for  the  one 
to  have  more,  and  for  the  other  to  have  less.  Every  one 
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has  as  much  as  he  is  prepared  to  receive,  and  use  aright. 
And  the  only  reason  why  more  truth  has  not  been  given 
to  the  world,  and  why  the  heavenly  doctrines  and  truths 
of  the  New  Jerusalem  have  not  been  revealed  ages  ago, 
is  because  men  have  not  used  properly  the  truths  which 
they  already  knew,  and  were  not  therefore  in  a  state  pre¬ 
pared  to  receive  them.  The  Lord  mercifully  withheld 
these  truths  until,  in  His  good  providence,  He  saw  that 
they  could  be  safely  given,  lest  men  should  see,  and  their 
condemnation  should  be  the  greater. 

To  those  who  are  in  heart  disposed  to  receive  the  doc¬ 
trines  and  truths  of  the  New  Jerusalem,  there  are  not 
wanting  evidence,  abundant  and  irresistible  evidences  of 
their  divine  authority.  But  the  evidence  is  not  merely 
external  evidence.  This  new  dispensation  or  revelation  of 
divine  truths  is  not  confirmed  by  external  signs  and  mira¬ 
cles.  Its  evidences  are  almost  entirely  of  an  internal  char¬ 
acter.  They  are  calculated  to  affect  the  hearts  and  the 
understandings  of  men.  They  are  found,  by  the  sincere 
seeker,  in  what  is  taught.  If  the  goods  and  truths  them¬ 
selves  are  permitted  to  do  their  proper  work  in  the  hearts 
of  men,  there  may  be  found  the  evidences  of  the  divinity 
of  these  revelations,  and  nowhere  else.  When  the  doc¬ 
trines  and  truths  of  the  New  Jerusalem  present  themselves 
to  the  understandings  of  men,  therefore,  they  can  enter  no 
claims  for  their  reception  by  promising  any  blessings, 
except  those  which  they  themselves  may  be  the  mediums 
of,  by  working  a  change  in  the  heart  and  the  life  of  the 
man.  But  when  they  are  received  for  the  sake  of  the 
good  which  they  will  do,  then  they  may  be  seen  to  be 
divine  truths  —  they  may  be  seen  to  be  endued  with  power 
and  authority  from  on  High  —  then,  indeed,  the  Lord  Him¬ 
self  may  be  seen  to  be  present  in  them,  working  with  His 
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almighty  power  in  the  hearts  of  men  —  spiritually  opening 
the  eyes  of  the  blind  and  unclosing  the  ears  of  the  deaf, 
healing  the  sick  and  raising  the  dead,  and  bidding  the 
lame  go  on  his  way  to  heaven  rejoicing.  Then  may  the 
Lord  be  seen  working  miracles  in  the  souls  of  men  rather 
than  in  their  bodies. 

I  wish  to  make  a  single  remark  more,  concerning  our 
views  of  the  proper  manner  of  making  the  holy  doctrines 
of  the  New  Jerusalem  known  to  the  world  around  us, 
and  then  I  close.  We  are  not  proselyters,  or  at  least  we 
know  that  we  ought  not  to  be  proselyters  in  the  common 
acceptation  of  that  term.  Still  we  would  always  endeavor 
to  be  ready  to  “give  to  him  that  asketh  of  us.”  “  From 
him  that  would  borrow  of  us,”  we  would  “  turn  not  away.” 
We  would  try  to  do  what  we  can  to  prevent  and  remove 
error  and  misconstruction.  We  would,  according  to  our 
ability,  do  what  we  can  in  a  peaceful  and  orderly  manner 
to  provide  the  books  and  writings  of  the  Church,  and 
all  other  such  means  of  instruction  as  would  seem  to  be 
useful  in  directing  the  minds  of  those  who  are  making,  or 
who  are  disposed  to  make,  honest  inquiries  in  regard  to 
our  holy  doctrines  and  truths ;  and  we  would  turn  away 
from  no  one  who  honestly  seeks  communion  with  us,  but 
we  would  point  him  rather  to  the  “Lamb  of  God  that 
taketh  away  the  sins  of  the  world.”  And  we  would  at 
all  times  be  ready  to  give  every  man  a  reason  for  the  hope 
that  is  in  us.  But  we  well  know  that  the  best  way  of 
teaching  the  doctrines  and  truths  of  the  New  Jerusalem 
is  by  practising  them  in  our  lives.  They  are  far  more 
useful  and  more  beautiful  in  the  life  and  in  the  practice  of 
them,  than  in  any  other  manner  in  which  they  can  be 
presented  to  the  world  around  us.  So  far,  therefore,  as 
we  are  selfish,  and  impure,  or  worldly,  or  proud,  or  resent- 
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ful  in  our  feelings,  in  our  thoughts,  and  in  our  actions, 
just  so  far  ive  are  not  members  of  the  New  Jerusalem 
that  is  now  coming  down  from  God  out  of  heaven  —  for 
all  such  feelings,  and  thoughts,  and  actions,  are  absolutely 
prohibited  by  the  heavenly  doctrines  and  truths  of  this 
Church,  and  so  far  as  we  entertain  them  in  any  form  and 
measure,  so  far,  though  we  call  ourselves  members  of  the 
New  Jerusalem  Church,  we  testify,  by  our  principles  and 
by  our  lives,  against  it. 

But  so  far  as  we  have  been  enabled,  under  its  influences, 
to  remove  our  selfish  and  worldly  loves,  and  feelings,  and 
thoughts  —  so  far  as  we  have  been  enabled  to  deny  and 
put  away  our  sensual  appetites,  and  desires,  and  lusts,  and 
passions  —  so  far  as  we  have  become  watchful  against  evil 
in  ourselves  and  glad  to  do  what  good  lies  in  our  power  to 
da,  and  to  live  in  peace  with  all  around  us,  and  willing  to 
labor  humbly  in  the  way  of  usefulness  which  Divine  Provi¬ 
dence  appoints  us,  —  so  far  and  no  farther  do  we  follow  the 
only  manner  of  disseminating  our  doctrines  and  truths, 
which  is  sure  to  do  no  harm  —  so  far  do  we  present  them  to 
those  around  us  in  a  manner  which  must  receive  the  divine 
approbation.  And  this  presentation  of  them  is  enough  to 
satisfy,  at  least  the  candid  and  rational  portion  of  the  world 
around  us,  that  these  our  principles  are  not  of  earth,  but 
of  heaven.  And  above  all,  so  far  as  we  do  thus,  we  obey 
the  Lord’s  great  command,  “  Let  your  light  so  shine 
before  men,  that  they  may  see  your  good  works,  and 
glorify  your  Father  who  is  in  heaven.” 
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It  has  been  desired,  by  some,  that  a  notice  of  the  order  of 
services  performed  at  the  Dedication  of  the  New  Jerusalem 
Temple,  in  Bath,  should  be  published,  together  with  the  Ser¬ 
mon  delivered  on  that  occasion ;  and  we  have  thought  proper, 
therefore,  to  give  it  in  this  pamphlet,  in  the  form  of  an 
appendix. 

The  services  were  commenced  by  reading  the  forty-fourth 
selection  in  the  Book  of  W orship  : 

I  was  glad  when  they  said  unto  me, 

Let  us  go  to  the  house  of  Jehovah,  &c. 

This  selection  was  then  chanted  ;  and  the  Lord’s  Prayer 
was  afterwards  repeated.  Then  followed  the  reading  of  pas- 
pages  of  Scripture,  from  the  eighth  chapter  of  the  first  Book  of 
Kings,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Howard.  After  this,  the  twenty-sixth 
Glorification  was  sung : 

Hosanna !  Blessed  is  Pie  that  cometh  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord.  Hosanna  in  the  highest. 

Then  was  performed  —  by  the  pastor  of  the  Society,  and 
Mr.  W.  D.  Sewall  responding  in  behalf  of  the  people — the 
following  Dedication  and  Consecration  Service  : 

Minister.  Hear,  O  Israel !  The  Lord  our  God  is  one  Lord. 
And  thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart  and 
with  all  thy  soul,  and  with  all  thy  might. 

Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself.  Whatsoever  ye 
would  that  men  should  do  unto  you,  do  ye  even  so  unto  them, 
for  this  is  the  law  and  the  prophets. 

People.  This  God  is  our  God  !  We  have  waited  for  Him, 
and  he  will  save  us.  This  is  Jehovah  !  We  have  waited  for 
Him,  we  will  be  glad  and  rejoice  in  His  salvation. 
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Minister.  Righteous  art  Thou,  O  Lord,  and  upright  are 
Thy  judgments.  Thy  testimonies  that  thou  has  commanded 
are  righteous  and  very  faithful.  Thy  righteousness  is  an  ever¬ 
lasting  righteousness,  and  Thy  law  is  the  Truth. 

People.  Wherewith  shall  I  come  before  Jehovah,  and  bow 
myself  before  the  High  God  ?  Shall  I  come  before  Him  with 
burnt-offerings,  with  calves  of  a  year  old  ?  Will  Jehovah  be 
pleased  with  thousands  of  rams,  or  with  ten  thousands  of  rivers 
of  oil  ?  Shall  I  give  my  first-born  for  my  transgressions,  the 
fruit  of  my  body  for  the  sins  of  my  soul  ? 

Minister.  He  hath  showed  thee,  O  man  !  what  is  good, 
and  what  doth  Jehovah  require  of  thee,  but  to  do  justly,  to  love 
mercy,  and  to  humble  thyself  by  walking  with  thy  God. 

People.  One  thing  have  I  desired  of  Jehovah,  that  will  I 
seek  —  that  I  may  dwell  in  the  house  of  Jehovah  all  the  days 
of  my  life,  to  behold  the  beauty  of  Jehovah,  and  to  inquire  in 
His  temple. 

Our  feet  shall  stand  within  thy  gates,  O  Jerusalem.  I  will 
offer  to  the  Lord  the  sacrifice  of  thanksgiving,  and  will  call 
upon  the  name  of  the  Lord.  I  will  pay  my  vows  unto  the 
Lord,  in  the  courts  of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  in  the  midst  of 
thee,  O  Jerusalem. 

We  will  pray  for  the  peace  of  Jerusalem  :  they  shall  pros¬ 
per  that  do  love  thee.  Peace  be  within  thy  walls,  prosperity 
within  thy  palaces.  For  my  brethren  and  companions’  sake  I 
will  now  say,  peace  be  within  thee.  For  the  sake  of  the  house 
of  Jehovah  our  God,  I  will  seek  good  to  thee. 

How  lovely  are  Thy  tabernacles,  O  Jehovah  of  hosts  :  my 
soul  longeth,  yea  even  fainteth  for  the  courts  of  the  Lord. 

Minister.  Blessed  are  they  that  dwell  in  the  house  of  the 
Lord.  They  will  still  be  praising  Him.  Blessed  is  the  man 
whose  strength  is  in  Him,  in  whose  heart  are  the  ways.  They 
go  from  strength  to  strength.  Every  one  of  them  in  Zion  will 
appear  before  God.  O  Jehovah  of  hosts,  Blessed  is  the  man 
that  trusteth  in  Thee. 
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People.  We  desire  to  worship  the  Lord  in  this  temple,  that 
is  to  be  dedicated  and  consecrated  to  His  worship  and  service. 

Minister.  The  worship  that  exists  in  heaven,  is  the  wor¬ 
ship  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  as  the  Only  God  and  Saviour. 
It  is  said,  in  Revelation,  that  they  sing  this  Glorification  in 
heaven  :  “  Great  and  marvellous  are  Thy  works,  Lord  God 
Almighty.  Just  and  true  are  Thy  ways,  thou  King  of  saints. 
Who  shall  not  fear  Thee,  O  Lord,  and  glorify  Thy  name? 
For  Thou  alone  art  holy.  For  all  nations  shall  come  and  wor¬ 
ship  before  Thee,  for  Thy  judgments  are  made  manifest.” 

People.  We  pray  that  we  may  be  enabled  to  worship  this 
Lord,  in  His  temple  on  earth,  as  our  only  Lord  God  and  Sa¬ 
viour  ;  as  the  Lord  God  Almighty,  whose  Name  alone  is  to  be 
feared  and  glorified.  We  would  unite  with  the  people  in 
heaven  in  saying  —  Alleluia  !  Salvation  and  glory  and  honor 
and  power  unto  the  Lord  our  God. 

Minister.  He  is  the  Alpha  and  the  Omega,  the  beginning 
and  the  ending,  the  first  and  the  last,  who  is  and  who  was  and 
who  is  to  come,  the  Almighty. 

People.  We  desire  that  He  may  become  such  in  our  hearts. 
We  desire  to  live  in  His  worship  and  service.  We  desire  that 
His  kingdom  may  come  and  that  His  will  may  be  done  on  the 
earth  as  it  is  done  in  the  heavens. 

With  the  desire  that  we  might  be  instruments  in  the  hands 
of  the  L/ord,  of  promoting  and  advancing  the  worship  and  ser¬ 
vice  and  kingdom  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  in  our  own  hearts 
and  in  the  hearts  of  our  friends  and  neighbors,  we  have  built 
this  temple,  and  we  would  now  solemnly  dedicate  it.  And 
we  desire  to  have  it  consecrated,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  to  His  worship  and  service.  We  would  acknowl¬ 
edge  Him  as  our  Great  Master  and  Teacher.  We  desire  to 
be  guided  by  Him,  as  the  Way  and  the  Truth  and  the  Life , 
into  all  Truth.  We  know  and  would  acknowledge,  that  the 
Heavenly  Doctrines  and  Truths  of  the  New  Jerusalem  were 
revealed  from  Him  out  of  heaven,  and  that  He,  and  He  alone, 
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can  give  us  power  to  learn  and  do  these  doctrines  and  truths. 
In  these  heavenly  doctrines  and  truths,  we  desire  that  we  our¬ 
selves,  and  our  friends  and  neighbors,  and  our  children  and 
children’s  children  may  be  instructed  in  this  temple.  Here 
we  desire  to  drink  of  the  water  of  Life  freely.  Here  we  de¬ 
sire  to  receive  the  Bread  that  cometh  down  from  heaven.  Here 
we  desire  to  feel  the  influences  of  the  Lord’s  grace,  His  mercy 
and  His  peace.  And  finally,  we  desire  and  pray,  that  here 
the  tabernacle  of  God  may  be  with  men  ;  that  He  may  dwell 
with  them,  that  they  may  be  His  people,  and  that  God  Himself 
may  be  with  them  and  be  their  God. 

Minister.  May  your  desires  and  your  prayers  be  from  a 
living  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  and  may  it  be  unto  you 
according  to  your  prayers.  This  temple  is  hereby,  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  consecrated  to  all  the  uses  of 
worship  and  instruction,  according  to  the  Heavenly  Doctrines 
of  the  New  Jerusalem.  Its  altar  is  consecrated  to  the  most 
holy  parts  of  the  worship.  Its  pulpit  is  consecrated  to  the 
uses  of  instruction  in  the  Holy  Doctrines  of  the  New  Church. 
Its  seats  are  consecrated  to  the  use  of  those  who  engage  in 
the  holy  acts  of  worship,  and  who  would  hear  and  receive 
instruction  in  the  way  of  life.  And  all  things  belonging  to 
this  temple  are  consecrated  to  the  uses  of  religious  worship 
and  instruction.  In  this  temple,  which  is  now  consecrated  to 
the  worship  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  we  place  the  Sacred 
Scriptures,  which  is  the  Divine  Word  of  the  Lord.  When  the 
teachers  of  Truth  here  endeavor  to  expound  the  Scriptures, 
and  to  show  in  them  things  concerning  the  Lord,  may  His 
Holy  Spirit  of  Truth  come  down  into  them  and  guide  them  into 
all  Truth.  Here  may  the  Holy  Sacrament  of  Baptism  into 
the  name  of  the  Father  and  of  the  Son  and  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
be  administered.  Here  may  the  Holy  Sacrament  of  the 
Lord’s  Supper  be  administered,  and  may  it  be  received  worth¬ 
ily,  and  give  Truly  Human  Life  to  all  who  eat.  Here  may 
prayers  be  offered  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Here 
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may  the  Lord’s  people  express  their  heavenly  affections  in 
chants  and  songs  of  praise  and  thanksgiving  and  glorification. 
Here  may  the  Holy  Scriptures  be  read,  and  instruction  given 
from  them,  which  shall  be  the  means  of  converting  many  to 
the  Lord.  And  here  may  all  the  services  of  religious  wor¬ 
ship  and  instruction  be  performed  ;  and  here  may  the  Grace 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  always  with  us.  Amen. 

People.  Amen. 

After  the  Dedication  and  Consecration  Service  was  perform¬ 
ed,  a  Chant  was  sung  : 

And  I  saw  a  new  heaven  and  a  new  earth,  &c. 

Then  followed  the  Sermon,  which  occupies  the  principal  part 
of  the  pamphlet.  At  the  close  of  the  Sermon,  the  following 
Glorification  was  sung  : 

Thou  wilt  show  me  the  path  of  Life  — 

In  Thy  presence  is  fulness  of  joy, 

And  at  Thy  right  hand  there  are  pleasui’es  forever  more. 

The  services  were  closed  with  the  Benediction  : 

The  Grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with  you  all.  Amen. 


